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Le 
Petit 
Sermon 
by Kenneth W. Sollitt 


NE of the most interesting 

contrasts which we find in 
the Bible is the contrast between 
Job crying out concerning God, 
“O that I knew where I might 
find him,” and the author of the 
one hundred thirty-ninth Psalm 
asking of God, “Whither shall 
I go from thy spirit?” Job 
cannot find God; the Psalmist 
cannot escape him. 

No one can escape God, even 
those who cannot find him. We 
escape only from a consciousness 

of God. That’s easy. But to 
| escape from God himself is im- 
possible. 

Because we exist and God 
exists, there has to exist a re- 
lationship between us and God. 
“If I ascend up into heaven, thou 
art there; if I make my bed in 
hell, behold thou art there. If 
I take the wings of the morning 
and dwell in the uttermost parts 
of the sea; even there shall thy 
hand lead me, and thy right 
hand hold me.” 

How vastly important that our 
relationship with God be right! 


The author is minister of First 
Baptist Church, Midland, Michigan. 
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Why Christians 
Should Not Drink 


By John Paul Pack 


HOULD Christians Drink?” is 
the title of an excellent 
book by Everett Tilson. I would 
commend it to you. He is a fine 
scholar, thoroughly objective 
and therefore to be taken seri- 
ously. 

Fermented and _ intoxicating 
wines were common in Bible 
times. They were in everyday 
use. Many passages in the Old 
Testament suggest it as a bene- 
fit from the Lord. Bread and 
wine was the staple diet. It was 
used in religious ceremonies, for 
hospitality and as a medicine. 

In the New Testament we find 
Jesus could be mocked as a wine 
bibber to the apparent discredit 
of John the Baptist who was an 
abstainer. According to John’s 
Gospel, at the very outset of his 
ministry Jesus turned water into 
wine. 

Paul wrote to Timothy: ‘No 
longer drink only water, but use 
a little wine for the sake of your 
stomach and your frequent ail- 
ments.” (1 Tim. 5:23.) But 
Paul, in common with the rest 
of the Bible, stands against 
drunkenness. He says it is a sin 
against God, a danger to the soul 
and he lists it along with other 
things that will prevent men 
from entering the kingdom of 
God. 

Now let us consider a brief 
survey of the attitude of the 


Adapted from a sermon by Dr. 
Pack, minister of University 
Christian Church, Seattle, Wash. 
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Church on this subject through 
the ages. First, from Jesus to 
Luther the attitude did not 
change. The church stood 
against the abuse but not the use 
of alcoholic beverage. 


The early Protestant Reforma- 
tion brought no radical change. 
Martin Luther took a drink once 
in a while. The austere Calvin 
described the upright as abstain- 
ing from dancing, card playing, 
gambling, obscenity and drunk- 
enness. But he himself was not 
a teetotaler. 


The initiative for the temper- 
ance crusade came from the 
Methodists and the Quakers, 
with the Calvinists soon swing- 
ing into line. The first reform 
movement was not motivated by 
morals so much as by sociologi- 
cal considerations. 


The first great reformer was 
Benjamin Rush, a Quaker doctor 
in Philadelphia, who pled for 
total abstinence against hard 
liquor. His campaign was suc- 
cessful and the amount of hard 
liquor consumed fell to a marked 
degree. But he advecated the 
use of light wines and beers, and 
in the long run a great number 
of people learned of alcohol and 
the latter state was worse than 
the former. 

Now I know that all I have 
said so far has been a comfort 
to those of you who like your 
drinks—but wait! I haven’t fin- 
ished. I want to raise two very 
important facts. 


The first is this, that just as 
the Bible is not a textbook in 
ethics in a _ narrow, legalistic 
sense, saying this is absolutely 
right and this is absolutely 
wrong. It is a source book for 
ethical principle. It points the 
way for man. It certainly makes 
very clear the fact that we are 
members one of another, and 
that no man lives, dies, sins, or 
gets drunk to himself—others 
are affected. 

We are bound in a bundle of 
life and we are our brother’s 
keeper. We are responsible for 
one another. The Bible makes 
this perfectly clear. 

The other truth I want to lift 
up is the fact that hard liquor 
was unknown in Bible times. 
Distillation did not begin until 
after the 13th century. The in- 
telligent thing for us to do is to 
apply the Christian ethic to this 
problem in this vastly different 
age, this amazingly interdepend- 
ent and complicated, mechanistic 
age in which the dangers of life 
are enormously and fantastically 
increased. I think we need to 
apply the Christian gospel from 
a religious and an ethical view- 
point to this problem. 

Let’s start with the religious 
presupposition with respect to 
the nature and destiny of man. 
God is the Giver of life. We can- 
not explain life apart from the 
Giver. God Almighty is like Je- 
sus. God the Giver and Creator 
of life and the Father of our 
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We need to give our attention to the 


matter of prevention as well as the 


matter of cure for those who have 


become the victims of alcohol 


Lord Jesus Christ are one and 
the same. God Almighty is like 
Jesus. In Jesus He makes clear 
His purpose for us. That pur- 
pose is that we shall put at the 
center of our lives His purpose 
and not our own. Paul expressed 
it very well when he said, “We 
who are strong ought to bear the 
burdens that the weak make for 
themselves and us. We are not 
to please ourselves.” (Rom. 15: 
1, 2 Moffatt.) 

Another basic reality in our 
faith is the fact of our freedom. 
We are free moral agents. We 
do not have to put God’s purpose 
in the center; we can walk in our 
own way. He has made us free. 
He would rather have disobedi- 
ent though responsible sons than 
irresponsible puppets. If we did 
not have the choice of the evil 
our choice of the good would 
have no moral significance what- 
ever. So we are free to choose 
the way. 

Salvation by _ self-denial is 
woven into the very warp and 
woof of human life. When we 
make the wrong choice and when 
we are guilty of sin we bring 
pain to God. On the cross Jesus 
our Lord revealed to us the 
agony and the heart of God. If 
this is what sin does to God, 
must we not help each other to 
avoid it? 

In my judgment, the time has 
come, if we have any of the con- 
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cern of God in our hearts, to say 
that we need to take another 
look at this alcohol problem. 
Now I certainly hope that I am 
not self-righteous. I have never 
turned my back on an alcoholic. 
Some of my best friends through 
the years have been alcoholics. 
I have officiated at the funeral 
of a good many of them who 
died drunk. But I certainly do 
not want the church to pass by 
on the other side of this pathetic 
need. 

Dr. Carl Menninger says that 
alcoholism is the Number One 
health problem in the nation and 
that if any ordinary disease got 
to be prevalent in the same pro- 
portion we would call a national 
emergency. We have more than 
five million alcoholics in the 
United States. I think we need 
to give our attention to the mat- 
ter of prevention as well as the 
matter of cure for those who 
have become the victims of alco- 
holism. 

I could tell you about the 
tragic results of drinking as they 
have touched my life—youth in 
serious moral trouble, broken 
homes, blasted lives, professional 
ruin, sudden death, stark trag- 
edy. You read about it in the 
paper every day. We are partly 
to blame, even those of us who 
do not drink a drop, because we 
have not been successful in 
showing the real life that is in 


Christ, the life that satisfies the 
gnawing longing and loneliness 
in the hearts of people who find 
life meaningless and who seek 
escape in alcohol. 

You hear it said the problem 
is not with the alcohol, it is with 
the people. Of course it is with 
the people—our brothers and 
sisters, our sons and daughters, 
people for whom we are respon- 
sible. 

Three types of people seem 
especially susceptible to alcohol- 
ism: those too long dependent 
upon some older person, the 
overly aggressive and domineer- 
ing, and the anti-social introvert. 
Christianity has always had the 
basic answer to these needs. 
Christianity gives every man a 
place of significance in the uni- 
verse and in society, and sur- 
rounds every man who is a mem- 
ber of its fellowship with a 
warmth and care that is just 
about the most wonderful thing 
in life. 

Paul wrote to the Ephesians: 
. . . once you were darkness, but 


“cc 


now you are light . . . walk as 
children of light . . . and do not 
get drunk with wine . . . but be 
filled with the spirit.” (Eph. 5: 


8, 18.) 

It is no accident that the word 
“spirit” and “spirits” jostle one 
another in the dictionary. We 
are all hungry for spirit, for en- 
thusiasm, which literally means 
to be possessed of God. We are 
hungry for the condition of those 
Christians on the day of Pente- 
cost. We want a deep sense of 
joy and enthusiasm at the heart 
of our lives. 

The genuine Christian fellow- 
ship in which everyone counts 
and finds life full of meaning and 
purpose, this is the God-given 
substitute for strong drink. It 
seems to me that it is demon- 
strated in dealing with alcoholics 
in the wonderful fellowship Al- 
coholics Anonymous which ap- 
plies the reality of the gospel to 
this particular need. 

Should Christians drink? Well, 
you will have to decide that for 
yourself. But I think there are 
some prior questions. Js drink- 

(Continued on page 20.) 
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jes eternal dimen- 


ar-space age of scientific disco » 
ery the evidence of eemnob tatty is inspiring, us: - be 


Hart calls attention to the?® 
million tests such as those condue 
versity under Dr. J. B. Rhine, 
that the human mind can function 
of space and time as we understand © 
pressing his belief that the soul transee 
body he declared: 


“The materialistic theory of existence is © 
the defensive. The spiritual version of reality 
is now the one that is supported by the weight 
of evidence. Our true existence is beyond both 
space and time. And the event called death in 
our earthly lives can be but an episode ‘in the 
far vaster adventure. Religion has been tell- 
ing us that for ages.’”? 


The weight of evidence supports the spiritual 
version of reality! If it is reality that we seek, 
there is none of greater consequence than the 
resurrection. If each Christian would re-examine 
his Christian faith, a faith which has eternal di- 
mensions, it is conceivable that his commitment 

d be greater, his life more meaningful, his 
ication More complete. 

There is Mothing incredible about faith in im- 

; ity, because it is only faith in Christ who 
imself raised and who enables us to come 
ng with death, to anticipate the life ever- 


‘is’ @ life eternal, 
the only true God, and 
ast sent.” (JOHN 17:3) 
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Editorials 


Narrow Margin 


O, THE poor seminary president! He has 

a very narrow margin for error. Any 

academic institution worthy of the name is 

a place where truth is pursued and no one, 

teacher or student, is presumed to possess 
it all. 

This does not mean that truth is wavering 
and uncertain. Men are. When anyone at- 
tempts to put a roadblock in the way of the 
search for truth, he has set up his conclu- 
sion as identical with truth. If one is suc- 
cessful in such an attempt in the field of 
politics he becomes a dictator. In reli- 
gion—? 

As the seminaries begin their fall terms, 
the administrator faces a group of students, 
most of whom want to think. They want 
to know the facts of history. They want to 
learn to distinguish between facts and the 
professor’s interpretation of the facts. The 
president holds his teachers responsible for 
this kind of instruction. If he doesn’t desire 
it, he hears from both students and faculty. 

On the other side, Christians and the 
churches want leaders prepared who believe 
something, ministers who know Christ and 
who will preach the Good News of him. 
Sometimes these well-meaning people prefer 
to have the processes of learning reversed. 
They want only their ideas about the facts 
taught and discussed. 

We accept the patterns of scientific re- 
search and would criticize anyone who at- 
tempted to make a scientist stop where he 
is. Everyone knows he is an amateur in the 
specialized branches of science. In religion, 
we sometimes think God has nothing to say 
except what he has said to us. 

Let a theologian propose a question for 
stretching the mind and a thousand “ex- 
perts” may try to stop him. In a recent na- 
tional convention of a large American de- 
nomination, an attempt was made to follow 
this course. The president of the convention 
said, ‘Academic freedom stops when error 
comes in.” No one proposed any steps for 
discovering whether the seminary president 
or the convention president was the better 
ultimate judge of what is error. 

The truth will make us free. Opinions are 
a poor substitute for it. They cannot be 
equated with truth. 

Sometimes the noise we make in urging 
the identity of our opinions with truth is in 
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direct ratio to the distance our opinions are 
from the truth. 

We ought not fear to search and we ought 
not put any barriers in the way of search. 
All honor to the seminary presidents who 
can secure the financial and prayerful sup- 
port of us who feel that we have found the 
answers, while insuring freedom for the con- 
tinuation of the search by a new generation. 
What it finds for itself it will believe and 
live. 


Not So Simple 


ROM time to time the Christian Churches 

have decided that we are over-organized 
beyond the local congregation. Consequently 
we have combined agencies and given re- 
sponsibility for various activities to depart- 
ments. We have unified our presentation of 
the Christian causes which concern us. 

Even so, it is not so simple. Why not? 
It is not easy to inform, promote, collect and 
allocate when the gospel of Jesus Christ is 
so demanding. There are so many aspects 
to it. Christ expects to touch every life at 
every point. 

He has touched us and called us. We have 
seen duties and needs. We cannot do any- 
thing else but try to meet these responsibili- 
ties. And we wish to be in fellowship with 
our brethren in the undertaking. 

It is normal that different individuals 
would see particular needs. They may be 
close at hand, or reading has created interest, 
or persons are involved who are liked and 
loved! One thing is necessary: we must all 
be concerned about the total task, and know 
that we are at one in it. ] 

A few weeks ago we attended the biennial 
meeting of our Council of Agencies. A man 
of the world would think it is a bunch of 
elected leaders which meets to talk about the 
merits of the respective organizations. A 
Christian senses the prayerful consideration 
of the total cause of Christ’s Church. 

One feels a justifiable pride when he sees 
how unselfishly those whom we have selected 
plan what we have asked them to do. There 
is a unity of purpose and mutual concern 
that we have not known for decades. 

No agency leader feels that his cause 
should be the only concern of the churches. 
Everyone is a church member. One college 
president is chairman of his local church 
board this year. We will see a great fulfill- 
ment of our purposes in this decade. 
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A Check List for hymns 


by Thomas P. Slavens 


Librarian, The Divinity School 
Drake University, Des Moines, Iowa 


HAT is a good hymn? We presume this is 

a matter of opinion to some extent. Here 

is a check list for hymns—some statements that 
suggest tests for texts and tunes. 

Our purpose is not to provide a test for your 
favorite hymns, but to give the reader the benefit 
of some thought regarding church music. 

The author acknowledges his indebtedness to 
Dr. Admin Haeussler, hymnologist, for his com- 
ments on this study. 


TEXT 

d¢ Is the doctrine expressed in the text Chris- 
tian? 

d Is the didactic element more prosaic than 
poetic? 

¢ Is the theology in the text subordinated to 
fellowship with God? 

¢ Is the text “sub specie aeternitatis’”? 

¢ Is the structure of the text simple? 

dv Is the pattern well balanced? 

d¢ Are the words of the text concrete rather than 
abstract? 

d Does the text express a strong feeling which 
is not only emotive but evocative or deeply 
irenic? 

¢ Does the text display imagination within the 
bounds of a spirit of reverence? 

¢ Are-the words coherent rather than “gooey”? 

¢ Are the words more than cliches? 

@ Are the words vital and relevant to today’s 
world and its problems? 

¢ Are the words dignified rather than cheap and 
catchy? 

¢ Is the phraseology clear rather than cluttered 
with unfamiliar words? 

¢ Is the phraseology modern without being 
slangy? 

d¢ Is the text centered on God? 

d¢ Are the words actually or potentially popular 
in the sense that they would be understood and 
have meaning for those singing them? 

d¢ Is the text strong enough to create and estab- 
lish a mood? 

¢ Would the text be appropriate today and every 
day? 

¢ Does the text express corporate worship? 

8 (1160) 
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. Praise to the Lord, the 


TUNE 


Is the tune moderately simple? 

Is the range of the tune not too great? 

Are the intervals in the melody easy to sing? 
Is the harmony diatonic? 

Are the musical figures varied? 

Is the music stately rather than lush and 
sentimental with gaudy elaborations? 

Do the alto, baritone and bass parts “move” 
with interest? 

Is the rhythm vital, 
rather than syncopated? 
Do the accents of the text and the music 
coincide? 

Are the moods of the text and the tune the 
same? 


strong and dignified 


Ten Hymns Which Meet 
These Standards 


Text Tune 

. A mighty fortress is our | Ein’ Feste Burg 
God 

. All praise to thee, my | Tallis’ Canon 
God, this night 

. Come, thou almighty | Moscow 
King 

. From all that dwell below | Old Hundredth 
the skies 

. God of the prophets, bless | Toulon 
the prophets’ sons 

. Now thank we all our | Nun Danket 
God 

. O God, our help in ages | St. Anne 
past 

. O worship the King, all | Hanover 


glorious above 
Praise to the Lord 


Almighty, the King of 
creation 

The God of Abraham | Leoni 
praise 
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HE writer has discovered 

that many Christians have 
not advanced beyond the brick 
and mortar stage of thinking 
about the nature and purpose of 
the Church. 

Our petty quarrels over the or- 
gan, the church supper, the com- 
mittee meeting, the next church 
school _ superintendent, and 
countless more so often reveal a 
lack of knowledge concerning the 
nature and purpose of the 
Church. 

At no other place is this lack 
of knowledge so clearly discern- 
ible as in church organization 
and administration. In commit- 
tee meetings this knowledge too 
often concerns only brick and 
mortar; i.e., the unessentials of 
church organization, namely, 
fund raising, attracting new 
members and so forth. 

With little forethought, people 
are apt to accept a position on 
the finance department or on the 
evangelism department. They 
may attend a meeting where lit- 
tle is done or where they have 
to wait fifteen to forty-five min- 
utes for the meeting to start. 

Department chairmen and 
members frequently do not pos- 
sess sound knowledge on the na- 
ture and purpose of the Church. 
Paul says that the Church is the 
Body of Christ. To many peo- 
ple this phrase means little, if 
anything. The Church of Jesus 
Christ belongs to God. Each lo- 
cal church is a part of the uni- 
versal Church. The _ universal 
Church is the invisible Church 
composed of every single local 
congregation regardless of de- 
nominational status. 

Let us define the Church in 
terms of covenant. At the heart 
of the word “covenant” is rela- 
tionship. Indeed there is a re- 
lationship between God and man, 
and man and man. It is a rela- 
tionship that is far more than 
social. It is a relationship that 
is divine. It has been established 





Mr. Harry is minister of the 
Christian Church at Pittsboro, In- 
diana. 
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by Warren O. Harry 


The SPIRITUAL DIMENSION Is 


Imperative in Church Organization, 
Administration and Committee Work 


by God in Christ. It has been 
God himself who has taken the 
initiative in establishing this 
covenant. The same God who 
formed the covenant with the 
children of Israel and _ trans- 
formed them from desert nomads 
into a nation, and then into a 
religious community, is the God, 
who through his act of redemp- 
tion in Christ, has called his 
Church into being. 


His Church is to carry forth 
the work of Christ under the 
compulsion and direction of the 
Holy Spirit; to deny themselves 
daily and take up their crosses 
and follow Him; to witness to 
the world the gospel; to bring 
people into the fellowship of the 
Church for the salvation of their 
own being; and to lead people 
in a continuing and _ lasting 
knowledge of Jesus Christ and 





His Church. The mission of the 
Church is as sacred and as im- 
portant as was God’s act of re- 
demption in Christ for us. 
Sounds like theology does it 
not? It is! Unless the purpose 
and nature of the Church is 
grounded in our theology we will 
never come to understand what 
the Church is. Theology, not 
ethics, helps us to draw near to 
God in appreciation of what He 
has done for us while we are yet 
sinners. Ethics is our response 
to God’s sacrificial outpouring of 
His love through Christ for our 
salvation. This outpouring of 
God was not something that 
happened once upon a time. On 
the contrary, any repentant 
heart can experience this love. 
Just what do we know about 
the Church? We could enumer- 
ate countless definitions. We 
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could read countless books. The 
point is that we will never fully 
know what the Church is simply 
because she belongs to God. The 
local church is not her own for 
she too was bought for a price. 
The local church on the corner 
of Washington and Main is en- 
gaged in a life and death strug- 
gle against principalities and 
powers. She is always one mo- 
ment from possible death. 


Many of our local churches 
are dead because they have failed 
to utilize the resources within 
themselves to carry forth, under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
the work which God has given 
them to do. To do this work is 
stewardship—involving the en- 
tire person and everything he 
has. Each Christian is required 
to give _ total commitment. 
“You cannot serve God and mam- 
mon. . .”; “No man can serve 
two masters .. .”; “Not every- 
one who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
will enter the Kingdom of heaven 

.’—view these from the pin- 
nacle of the Cross and we will 
begin to see what sacrifice really 
means. We will begin to see the 
depth and the struggle of the 
Church. 

Certainly at the heart of this 
covenant relationship is a di- 
vine—human encounter. An en- 
counter where the downward 
reach of God meets the upward 
reach of man. An _ encounter 
where man meets God. In this 
encounter God convicts a man of 
his sin and man sobs: ‘Wretched 
man that I am; who will deliver 
me from this body of death?” 
In this encounter man’s response 
is in terms of repentance. In 
this enconuter God comes to for- 
give and man cries: “Here am 
I, send me!” 

This covenant relationship and 
this divine—human encounter is 
re-enacted in miniature in every 
committee meeting within the 
divine community. A committee 
meeting, church organization and 
administration are not ends in 
themselves. They are channels 
through which the Holy Spirit 
moves and inspires. Channels 
through which “the way, the 
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truth and the life’ are made 
known. A committee meeting 
should end in rededication and 
commitment. 

Yes, it is true that in commit- 
tees we plan the church’s pro- 
gram. But what is the purpose 
of this program? Is it to get 
more members? Is it simply to 
think up some gimmick to get 
people into church school? Is it 
merely to think of ways to pay 
off the mortgage? Is it simply 
a means of finding ways and 
means of underwriting the 
church’s budget? In a real sense 
these are all true. But the sad 
part is that too many of our 
people think this is all. This is 
brick and mortar. Let’s pen- 
etrate beneath the surface. 

People come to committee 
meetings with the same anxieties, 
sins and guilt feelings that they 
bring to church. Many come to 
church with a desperate urge to 
know, not simply believe in, 
Christ. Is it unreasonable to as- 
sume that they might come to 
committee meetings with the 
same urge? 

Committee meetings should 
offer the people an opportunity 
to “increase in wisdom and in 
stature and in favor with God 
and man.” A committee meeting 
is a spiritual adventure in which 
man seeks to find God’s will, not 
only for himself, but for his fel- 
low Christians. Moreover, the 
committee meeting is where man 
comes to seek God’s way of 
bringing those into the covenant 
relationship who have strayed or 
who have never been a part of 
it in the first place. 

Important? Indeed this is the 
most important work in the 
world. Who, we must ask, is 
capable of fulfilling such a mis- 
sion? This question can be an- 
swered by asking another: Just 
who among us is good enough 
to be a Christian? The point is 
that no one is good enough. 

The Holy Spirit provides the 
additional goodness, strength, con- 
viction and courage every Chris- 
tian needs, but cannot, in and by 
himself, provide. Where there 





is a committee meeting of five 
persons, Jesus the Christ Himself 
is present—or should be! When 
attention is focused on discover- 
ing God’s will for a particular 
meeting then the Church’s pro- 
gram will confront the society 
of which she is a part with: 
“Choose this day whom you will 
serve.” 

Church organization and ad- 
ministration within the frame of 
this organization is itself a 
spiritual channel. God can work 
through the church’s increasing 
complexity if we come to realize 
that organization and adminis- 
tration are composed of people 
who stand in need of repentance 
and forgiveness. 


When will we come to see that 
organization and administration 
are an expression of our attempt 
to do all things ‘decently and 
in order’? It is an attempt on our 
part to fulfill God’s mission to- 
day. It is a channel of spiritual 
growth. We must “leave elemen- 
tary doctrines of Christ and go 
on to maturity, not laying again 
a foundation of repentance from 
dead works and of faith toward 
God, .. .” (Hebrews 6:1) 


Within the covenant relation- 
ship of the Church and the coven- 
ant relationship in miniature in 
her committee meetings, there is 
and can be only one Christian 
aim: “. .. until we all attain to 
the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of the God, 
to mature manhood, to the 
measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ; so that we may 
no longer be children, tossed to 
and fro and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine, by the 
cunning of men, by their craft- 
iness in deceitful wiles.” (Ephe- 
sians 4:13, 14) 

How, may we ask, is this ac- 
complished? By looking to Jesus 
as “the pioneer and perfector of 
our faith,” and with Paul say: 
“. . . but one thing I do, forget- 
ting what lies behind and strain- 
ing forward to what lies ahead, 
I press on toward the goal of the 
prize of the upward call of God 
in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 
3:13, 14) 


THE CHRISTIAN 


ETERS 


f 














History in Making 
At Meeting in Scotland 


Council Plea for 
Local Level Unity 


St. ANDREWS, SCOTLAND—A 
statement here by the World 
Council of Churches’ Faith and 
Order Commission defining the 
theological nature and organiza- 
tional form of Christian unity 
said the unity sought is primar- 
ily a local one. 


This means, it said, “one which 
brings all in each place who confess 
Christ as Lord into a fully com- 
mitted fellowship with one another.” 


The statement, presented to the 
annual meeting of the WCC’s Cen- 
tral Committee, emphasized that the 
unity envisioned was “not one of 
uniformity or a monolithic power 
structure.” 

Among those who gave strong 
support to the statement was Pro- 
fessor Henri C. W. d’Espine, Com- 
mission vice-chairman, who said 
“it implies that there would no 
longer be in each locality several 
churches, but one church compris- 
ing all in that locality who confess 
the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

“Their union,” he stated, “would 
be based on the same baptism and 
express itself by the preaching of 
the same gospel and by participation 
in the one Bread. It means the 
local community would be linked to 
the whole Christian community of 
all times and of all places by the 
fact that its ministry and members 
would be aknowledged by all.” 

Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, described the 
goal set forth in the Faith and Order 
report as “completely satisfying” 
and “in the apostolic tradition of 
the New Testament.” 

Metropolitan Juhanon of the Mar 
Thoma Syrian Church of Malabar, 
India, asserted that in the early 
Church, the experience of living in 
the Christian community was “more 
important than doctrine.” 

He criticized the “over-intellectu- 
alization” of the problem in the 
West and suggested that it may 
be solved in India and the churches 
of Asia while the theologians in 
America and Europe are still argu- 
ing. 

A warning that Christians them- 
selves, as well as the state, must 
defend and uphold religious liberty 


SEPTEMBER 11, 1960 





—kNS 
AMONG THE PIONEERS of the ecu- 
menical movement honored at serv- 
ices marking the 50th anniversary 


of world cooperative Christianity 
was Dr. J. H. Oldham, 86 (center), 
a former head of the International 
Missionary Council and organizing 
secretary of the 1910 World Mis- 
sionary Conference in Edinburgh. 
With him are Dr. Christian Baeta of 
Ghana, chairman of the IMC (left); 
and Dr. Franklin Clark Fry of New 
York, chairman of the World Council 
of Churches’ Central Committee 
which met in St. Andrews, Scotland, 
in mid-August. 


was sounded in a report presented 
here at the annual meeting of the 
World Council of Churches’ Central 
Committee. 

The report was submitted by a 
special commission set up at the 
request of the Central Committee 
in 1957 to study “the problems of 
religious liberty arising in Roman 
Catholic and other countries.” 

Asserting the right of every human 
being, as a member of society, to 
be free from coercion in religious 
matters, the report said that Chris- 
tians have not always taken the 
lead either in originating or under- 
girding progress in human thought 
about liberty. 


Plea for Peace 


In his first formal message to a 
meeting of the World Council of 
Churches’ Central Committee, Pa- 
triarch Alexei of Moscow, head of 
the Russian Orthodox Church, made 
a strong plea for “unanimous Chris- 
tian action to prevent war,’ and 
lauded the ecumenical movement. 

“Christian oneness of mind,” he 
told about 90 Protestant, Anglican 
and Orthodox leaders from various 
countries, “could become a force 
able to lessen the present sharp 
division of the world.” 


The Church at Large 


St Re RE Ue a aa 


Golden Jubilee of 
World Missionary Conference 


50th Anniversary 
Of Ecumenicity 


EDINBURGH—More than 1,700 
people paid tribute to the pioneers 
of the ecumenical movement at 
a service in St. Giles Cathedral 
here making the 50th anniversary 
of the World Missionary Confer- 
ence held at Edinburgh in 1910. 


Queen Mother Elizabeth of Great 
Britian was seated in the royal pew 
for the jubilee service of thanks- 
giving, which was televised by the 
British Broadcasting Corporation and 
Eurovision. 


Leading participants included Dr. 
W. A. Visser ’t Hooft of Geneva, 
general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches; Dr. Geoffrey 
Francis Fisher, Archbishop of Can- 
terbury; and Assistant Anglican 
Bishop Chandu Ray of Lahore, Pak- 
istan. 

Besides the World Council of 
Churches, the service was sponsored 
by the International Missionary 
Council, the World Council of Chris- 
tian Education and Sunday School 
Association, and the British Council 
of Churches. Similar observances 
were held earlier this summer in 
New York and London. 


Dr. Visser ’t Hooft, who addressed 
the congregation in place of Dr. John 
Baillie, famed Scottish theologian 
and a WCC president, who was ill, 
noted that Edinburgh was the point 
at which the Churches began “a 
continuing fellowship, a living and 
working together at first hesitantly, 
later with increasing conviction.” 


IMC-WCC Merger 


St. ANDREWS, SCOTLAND—The Ad- 
ministrative Committee of the In- 
ternational Missionary Council voted 
here unanimously in favor of the 
proposed integration of the IMC 
with the World Council of Churches. 

It was reported that meanwhile 
24 of the IMC’s 35 member councils 
had indicated approval of the inte- 
gration plan, six are considering the 
matter, and five have not yet re- 
sponded. 


The plan, it was announced, will 
be re-submited to the IMC members 
for final endorsement. 
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The Church at Large 


Under Leadership of 
National Council of Churches 


Study on Liberty 


New YorK—Protestant churches 
in America have begun an inten- 
sive, year-long study of religious 
liberty. 

Under the leadership of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches and its 
constituent communions, clergy and 
lay members will meet as study 
committees and discussion groups 
to weigh a number of issues in- 
volved in “Christian Responsibility 
for Freedom,” theme of the study. 

Launched in July as an interde- 
nominational emphasis, the study 
program will continue until July, 
1961, and will be carried out through 
such church groups as denomina- 
tions, state and local church coun- 
cils, United Church Women, United 
Church Men, the National Student 
Christian Federation and the United 
Christian Youth Movement. 

The study year will be climaxed 
in the spring of 1961 by study and 
discussion in local congregations 
throughout the United States. 

Dean Kelley, executive director of 
the National Council of Churches’ 
Department of Religious Liberty, is 
coordinator of the program. Among 
objectives of the study, Mr. Kelley 
points out, is the need to “clarify 
and deepen the churches’ under- 
standing of Christian freedom; to 
analyze the churches’ use, abuse 
and lack of use of freedom; and to 
stimulate and assist the churches in 
accepting their responsibility for de- 
velopment and practice of freedom.” 

A 96-page “Casebook on Christian 
Responsibility for Freedom,” basic 
guide for study groups, reports and 
analyzes seven incidents in which 
religious or civic liberties were vio- 
lated or jeopardized. The casebook 
also provides background on a 
Christian interpretation of freedom, 
a theological basis for religious lib- 
erty concepts and a commentary on 
interfaith relations. 


Suggested by NCC) 
Dialogue on Rights? 


New YorK—The Republican and 
Democratic nominees for President 
have been invited by the National 
Conference of Christians and Jews 
to conduct a dialogue on the issue 
of “Human Rights and National 
Unity” at an NCCJ meeting here the 
week before Election Day. 


In letters to Vice-President Rich- 
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ard M. Nixon and Sen. John F. Ken- 
nedy (D.-Mass.), NCCJ’s president, 
Dr. Lewis Webster Jones, said the 
Conference would change the date 
of its annual meeting from Novem- 
ber 14-16 to a three-day period from 
Oct. 31 to Nov. 4, if the two candi- 
dates agreed to share the platform. 

The engagement would give them 
both an opportunity to make clear 
their views “on one of America’s 
most urgent problems,” Dr. Jones 
said. “You have indicated convic- 
tions which are of the utmost im- 
portance to our constituency,” he 
told the candidates. 

Founded in 1928 to promote bet- 
ter relations among religious and 
minority groups, the NCCJ extends 
its program on a national scale 
through 64 regional offices in major 
cities across the country. 


Methodist Leader 


CuIcaGo—Methodist Bishop Edwin 
R. Garrison of Aberdeen, S. D., was 
elected president of his denomina- 
tion’s Coordinating Council for the 
1960-64 quadrennium at its organi- 
zation meeting here. He succeeds 
Bishop Charles W. Brashares of Chi- 
cago. 





Quaker Commission 


CUILFORD, N. C.—A commission to 
study human relations, including 
race problems, was created by dele- 
gates to the 263rd annual sessions 
of the North Carolina Yearly Meet- 
ing of Friends (Quakers). 

The commission was asked “only 
to seek the mind of Christ” in its 
work and decisions. No time limit 
or report date for the group was 
set. 

Backed by a number of ministers 
and laymen, the commission was 
described by Lubey R. Causey, a 
Goldsboro, N. C., layman as essen- 
tial to “open our consciences” to 
“economic slavery” of the* Negro. 

“We walk all around it and do 
not see it,” he said. “Apparently 
the Quaker conscience we had be- 
fore the Civil War is asleep. We 
want him [the Negro] to pay taxes 
but do not give him representa- 
tion.” 

Delegates were told that the 
American Friends Service Commit- 
tee, national Quaker relief agency, 
is trying to help Negro students in 
Prince Edward County, Va., find 
schooling. The county closed its 
public schools last year to prevent 
integration under the Supreme 
Court order. 


International Christian Fellowship Center Opens 


FIRST SIGNATURE in the guest 
book of the newly opened Interna- 
tional Christian Fellowship Center 
in Brussels is penned by an Ameri- 
can, Ella Harllie, vice-chairman of 
the Continuing International Chris- 
tian Committee for a Permanent 
Center in Belgium. 

The center serves as an informa- 
tion office for Protestant clergy and 
lay people. 
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Plans call for adding facilities for 
worship and ecumenical activities. 
Idea for the center sprang from the 
Protestant Pavilion, built for the 
1959 Brussels World’s Fair by inter- 
national contributions and later 
sold to the American Church at the 
Hague, the Netherlands. Proceeds 
of the sale formed the nucleus of 
a fund for the Brussels center.— 
RNS Photo 
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Subject to Arrest 


BERLIN—American Evangelist 
Billy Graham will be arrested if he 
enters the Communist sector of Ber- 
lin to hold a service, Waldemar 
Schmidt, deputy mayor of East Ber- 
lin, warned here. 


Following two weeks of meetings 
in Essen and Hamburg, Dr. Graham 
will speak nightly from Sept. 26 to 
Oct. 2 in this outpost of freedom 
120 miles behind the Iron Curtain. 
The local committee for the meet- 
ing here is seeking permission to 
hold one service in East Berlin. 

Mayor Schmidt reportedly gave as 
reasons for his refusal that “hys- 
terical mass psychosis is not de- 
sired in socialist countries” and 
that “the wandering preacher, as a 
tool of the West, inserts political 
utterances in his mass meetings.” 


National Bible Week 


New YorK—Former President 
Herbert Hoover will serve as hono- 
rary national chairman for the 
twentieth annual National Bible 
Week, Oct. 17-23. 


Announcement was made by Ed- 
ward C. Werle, chairman of the 
board, New York Stock Exchange, 
and national chairman of this year’s 
observance of Bible Week. 


To indicate the timelessness of 
the Bible, Mr. Hoover referred to 
his State Papers, which contain a 
message he had sent to the Na- 
tional Federation of Men’s Bible 
Classes, in convention at Baltimore, 
May 12, 1929. 
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Oct. 5 Prayer Day 


NEwporT, R. I.—President Eisen- 
hower has designated October 5, as 
a National Day of Prayer. 

In a proclamation issued at the 
Summer White House here, he re- 
minded Americans that each citizen 
can enjoy the blessings of liberty. 

“It is not by our strength alone,” 
he said, “nor by our own righteous- 
ness, that we have enjoyed the 
abundant gifts of our Creator. . . 

“In this time of testing we shall 
ever place our trust in the keeping 
of God’s Commandments, knowing 
that He who has brought us here 
requires justice and mercy in re- 
turn. 

“As we lift our thankful hearts 
to Him, we will see clearly the 
vision of the world that is meant 
to be and set our hearts resolutely 
toward the achievement of it.” 

The National Day of Prayer was 
proclaimed by President Eisenhower 
under a joint resolution approved 
by Congress in 1952. It provided 
that the President “shall set aside 
and proclaim a suitable day each 
year, other than a Sunday, as a 
National Day of Prayer on which 
people of the U.S. may turn to God 
in prayer and meditation at 
churches, in groups and as individ- 
uals.” 

As in previous years, the 1960 
Day of Prayer falls on the first 
Wednesday in October. 


Federation Exec. 


Cuicaco—Dr. Edgar H. S. Chan- 
dler of Geneva, associate director 
of the World Council of Churches’ 
Division of Interchurch Aid and 
Service to Refugees, will become 
executive vice-president of the 
Church Federation of Greater Chi- 
cago Nov. 1, succeeding Dr. John 
W. Harms, a Disciple, who served 
as the Federation’s top executive 
for 17 years. 


The Congregational Christian pas- 
tor and former wartime naval 
chaplain was head of the WCC’s 
refugee work for ten years. He 
directed the resettlement of some 
200,000 refugees. 


Tanganyika Bishop 


DarR ES SALAAM, TANGANYIKA— 
Ernest Urban Trevor Huddleston, 
who was recalled to England in 
1956 after having been banned from 
South Africa because of his out- 
spoken criticisms of that country’s 
racial segregation policies, has been 
elected Anglican Bishop of Masasi 
in Tanganyika. 


The Church at Large 
Toward One Bible 


New YorK—A plan for solving 
the “thorny” problem of which ver- 
sion of the Bible should be read in 
public schools was outlined by a 
Jesuit priest-editor before a na- 
tional meeting of Protestant edu- 
cators here. 

Walter M. Abbott, S.J., suggested 
that a “certain number of Biblical 
scholars”—Protestant, Catholic and 
Jewish—work together for a “com- 
mon Biblical Reader” containing 
only certain Scriptural passages, 
which would be suitable for reading 
in public schools in states where 
the procedure is either mandatory 
or permissive. 

“This could be done soon,” he 
said, “and therefore we could have 
a ready answer to the problem of 
what translation of the Bible should 
be used in the public schools.” 

Father Abbott, an associate editor 
of America, national Catholic week- 
ly, addressed some 100 delegates to 
the annual meeting of the National 
Council of Churches’ Committee on 
Religion and Public Education. 

He emphasized that his proposed 


translation must be a “national 
venture” containing only “certain 
passages.” 


Father Abbott, a strong advocate 
of a common English translation of 
the entire Bible for Protestants and 
Catholics, said the Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible, published un- 
der NCC auspices, was a “vast im- 
provement” over the Catholic Douay 
Version and the Protestant King 
James Version. 

He also said that some Roman 
Catholic Biblical scholars had pro- 
posed that the Revised Version be 
adopted, and mentioned the late 
Bernard Cardinal Griffin, Archbishop 
of Westminster, England, as having 
endorsed the proposal. 


The Jesuit reiterated his hope 
that Biblical scholars would work 
together on a common translation 
which would “not deny or dimin- 
ish” the theological traditions of 
Protestants and Catholics. 


Lutheran Losses 


GENEvA—Baptized membership of 
Lutheran Churches dropped during 
the past year from a global total 
of 71,135,068 to 71,101,780, accord- 
ing to official statistics published 
here by the Lutheran World Fed- 
eration. The net loss was 33,288. 

Membership gains tabulated for 
all regions were insufficient to off- 
set substantial losses reported by a 
few Church bodies in Europe, the 
report stated. 
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WARM wave of applause 

greeted the rangy, dark- 
haired centerfielder for the Mil- 
ford team as he walked to the 
plate. Don Holden flexed his 
still-numb left shoulder, swing- 
ing his bat. 


by Neal Curtis 


“That arm still bothers you, 
huh?” said the stocky Blairton 
catcher, laughing harshly. ‘Too 
bad about that, Holden. You 
haven’t had a hit all day.” 

Don, resisting the temptation 
to put his hand on the beefy 
blond catcher’s face and shove, 
merely stared down at the grin- 





ning youth and said, “Yes, it is, 
Buckley. Too bad you guys 
think you have to play dirty ball 
to win.” 


“Sour grapes! Don’t be a cry- 
baby, Holden,” chuckled Steve 
Buckley. “This game will cinch 


the fall championship for us— 
now, let’s see, where does Mil- 
ford stand? Oh, yeah! In last 
place, as usual.” 

Don took his stance, crouch- 
ing slightly, feet wide apart. It 
was pointless to argue with 
Steve Buckley. This was the 
last half of the ninth inning, and 
Blairton had a one-run lead. He 
watched tensely as John Garffe, 
the tall, hefty Blairton pitcher, 
started a windup, on his guard 
for another beanball attempt. 

Don took the pitch for a called 
strike. ‘What’s wrong, Holden? 
You flinched away from that 
one,” taunted Steve Buckley. 

In the first inning, a sizzling 
fastball had struck Don’s left 
shoulder. The stunning impact 
had nearly knocked him out of 
the game. Although Garffe and 
Buckley insisted it was an acci- 
dent—a wild pitch—Don saw the 
exchange of winks and the Blair- 
ton catcher’s twisted grin. 

Don flashed a look toward the 
bench. Coach Frank Norris, 
bringing his big hand around in 
a sweeping motion toward the 
centerfield, signaled him to blast 
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one out of the park. 

Don wasn’t fooled by a wide- 
breaking curve. “Ball one!” con- 
firmed the umpire. Clarence 
Uecker, Milford’s  third-sacker, 
danced a few steps off first. He’d 
managed to rap out an infield 
single. With one out and one 
on, Don knew much of the 
coach’s hope depended on him. 

Milford hadn’t come close to 
a championship for five years. 
Now, a group of the town’s most 
influential, respected citizens was 
determined to change all that by 
bringing in a younger, more ag- 
gressive coach next year. 

Don brought the bat around 
hard. The ball flipped back, 
striking the wire screen. “Strike 
two!” called the umpire. 

“That the best you can do, 
pretty boy?” jeered Steve Buck- 
ley. “Ever since you bit the 
dust, you’ve played like an old 
woman. You aren’t yellow, are 
you, Holden?” 

Don whirled, gray eyes ablaze. 
“Shut up! I’ve never had the 
bad luck to meet a guy like you 
before. Playing hard, clean 
baseball is one thing, but you 
and the rest of your bunch are 
rotten sports! Maybe you’ve got 
your coach and the fans fooled, 
but it won’t last... .” 

The umpire behind Buckley 
said, “You aren’t the only one 
who’s noticed the dirty tactics. 
After the game, I have a few 
words to say to the Blairton 
coach, and none of them are go- 
ing to be pleasant. Right now, 
let’s play ball!” 

John Garffe had started in to 
ask about the delay. He heard 
what the stern-faced umpire 
said, and retreated to the mound. 
It had been a bruising, brutal 
game, with the Milford players 
on the receiving end. Ken Rich- 
ardson, Milford second baseman, 
had been spiked in the fourth 
inning. It wasn’t an accident— 
the Blairton runner would have 
been forced at second, and to 
prevent it, he’d gone with spikes 
flashing in a vicious slide. 

Don moved away from a 
streaking fastball that missed 
the inside corner. “Ball two!” 
said the watchful umpire. 
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“Come on, poke the next one 
out of the park!” shouted Clar- 
ence Uecker from first base. 
Don wiped his hands on the sides 
of his pants and gripped the bat, 
determined to see if he couldn’t 
do just that. 

John Garffe checked the run- 
ner, then came down with the 
pitch. Another fastball. Don 
saw it was going to be in there, 
and swung. The ball rose stead- 
ily as it traveled into right cen- 
ter, but Don wasn’t watching. 
Coach Norris waved him toward 
second while the crowd’s roar 
swelled and surged with excite- 
ment. 

Don darted a look toward the 
field as he sped along. The 
frantic Blairton fielders were 
chasing the ball. He lowered 
his head and spurted for third. 

Clarence Uecker crossed home 
plate with the tying run. Don 
twisted to see the third base 
coach’s violent gestures. “Keep 
going!” yelled the voices from 
the stands. 

The burley form of Steve 
Buckley blocked home plate. 
The blond catcher leaned for- 
ward, reaching for the ball as 
the Blairton shortstop fired in 
the relay. 

Don had bunched his muscles 
for the slide when the stocky 
catcher lost his balance and fell 


directly in his path! Don threw 
his body sideways, rolling to 
avoid his rival’s unprotected 


flesh. His spikes missed Steve 
Buckley’s head by inches. 

John Garffe, backing up the 
catcher, took the throw, and 
tagged Don for the out. Don got 
up slowly. He’d landed on his 
tender left shoulder. Steve 
Buckley had also regained his 
feet. He was staring at Don in- 
credulously. 

“You—you could have run 
right over me,” he said slowly. 
“That’s what I’d have done.” 

“We’re not only on different 
teams, Buckley,’’ said Don, 
wearily, “we regard the rules of 
the game differently.” 

“We could have won,” he told 
Coach Norris. “I know what 
winning meant to you, but—” 

“There’s not a thing to ex- 


plain, Don,” said the coach quiet- 
ly. His eyes contained pride and 
his big hand was gentle as he 
probed Don’s left shoulder, 
checking for injury. “You fel- 
lows have never played a game 
I’ve been ashamed of.” 

A sharp crack caused them to 
whirl, to see George Schultz jog- 
ging around the bases while the 
fans threatened to rip down the 
stands. Home run! 

George was grinning from ear 
to ear as he trotted across home 
plate. A senior, George played 
excellent shortstop, but he 
hadn’t hit a homer in the three 
years he’d been on the Milford 
team. He couldn’t have chosen 
a better time! 

Five jubilant, well-dressed 
men swarmed out of the first 
row of seats and surrounded 
Coach Norris. One of them 
shook Don’s hand, saying, 
“Mighty fine work, young fellow! 
Great baseball!” 

Don knew the man slightly. 
Mr. Stelker was a local attorney, 
one of the group pressing for the 
ouster of Coach Norris. “Even 
if we hadn’t won, I—we—the 
team, I mean—what I’m trying 
to say is that we don’t want a 
different coach, Mr. Stelker,” 
Don said, earnestly. 

Steve Buckley elbowed through 
the gathering crowd, his plump 
face more flushed than usual. 
“Listen, Holden, what you did 
out there was—decent. Every- 
thing you said about us was 
right on the button. We missed 
the championship; Waterloo beat 
Verona, and with us losing to 
you, well, that’s it.” 

“I can’t say I’m sorry, Buck- 
ley,” Don replied. 

“Believe it or not, I feel the 
same,” the big catcher said 
thoughtfully. “Losing—and what 
happened today might just be 
the best thing that could’ve hap- 
pened.” 

Don faced Mr. Stelker. “About 
Coach Norris—” 

Beaming, the portly attorney 
raised his hand. “A fine coach! 
Can’t think of a better man to 
work with you young fellows— 
and after today’s game, I won’t 
even try!” 
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False Leadership Brings Ruin 


SS “Where 


Scripture: Micah 3:1-6a, 9-12. 


HE prophets did not spare 

anyone. We have seen how 
Isaiah told the people, in no un- 
certain terms, what would happen 
to them if they did not mend 
their ways. Today we turn to 
Micah who prophesied against 
the “heads of Jacob.” 

Micah, like Amos, seems to 
have been from the country and 
I imagine the city people did not 
receive him very gladly as he 
spoke against their sin. When 
he went so far as to say that the 
nation would be destroyed be- 
cause of the sins of the rulers, 
he must have been an unpopular 
person indeed. 

Micah prophesied about the 
same time as Isaiah, sometime 
before 700 B.c. He was the 
voice of God, speaking to the 
people, but they did not heed him 
and destruction did take place. 

The issue is quite clear, in the 
mind of Micah. The heads and 
rulers are oppressing the people 
when they should be exercising 
justice. The law taught principles 
of justice. So Micah asks, “Is it 
not for you to know justice?” 
This principle was not for the 
people alone, but especially for 
those who ruled. 

Verses two and three express, 
in about eight different ways or 
figures of speech, how the rulers 
are treating the people. It is 
most picturesque language. Just 
look at the phrases: “Tear the 
skin . . . eat the flesh .. . flay 
their skin . . . break their bones 

. chop them up like meat.” 
You cannot offer a condemnation 
in much more severe language 
than that. 

All this expression is prefaced 
with a phrase that we see in 
various places in the prophets. 
The rulers are called people ‘who 
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the Scriptures Speak ...” by the Editor 


hate the good and love the evil.” 
These two cannot exist side by 
side. Every person makes his 
choice. Rulers make their choice. 
If they are intent upon their own 
individual satisfactions they neg- 
lect the welfare of their people. 
This is to substitute evil for 
good, because the people deserve 
justice. 

The next section of the text 
begins with the word “Then” 
(verse 4). Presumably this re- 
fers to a time when there will 
be trouble or need of some sort. 
On such an occasion the rulers 
will “cry to the Lord.” Remem- 
ber that these are rulers of the 
house of Israel and worshipers of 
God. So, when they are in trouble 


they will pray to God. “But he 
will not answer them,” says 
Micah. They have been evil and 
have turned their face away 
from God. He will hide his face 
now and will not hear their plea. 
At this point, Micah turns 
upon “the prophets who lead my 
people astray” (verse 5). In the 
prophetic writings of the Old 
Testament we find a constant 
struggle between two different 
kinds of prophets. The prophets 
whose writings became books in 
our Bible are certainly in op- 
position to “false prophets,” of 
whom there were many. 
Actually, the Near East was 
full of all sorts of prophets. To- 
day one can still find plenty of 
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people who will discuss subjects 
and propose to reveal secrets 
that others do not know. These 
so-called prophets often operate 
by “divination” (verse 6). Modern 
Americans are accustomed to 
think of people wrapped in robes 
looking in crystal balls. 

Micah says that such prophets 
simply tell the people what they 
want to hear. When they do 
this, they get paid and they are 
able to eat. It is quite a simple 
economic agreement. Thinking 
in terms of the leaders, such 
false prophets cry ‘peace’ be- 
cause the leaders do not want to 
think in terms of war and enemy 
invasion. This brings money and 
food and everyone is happy. 

However, such prophets seem 
to have had their troubles and 
occasionally they would “declare 
war” when they didn’t have any 


food. All in all, it certainly had 
little to do with the revelation 
of the will of God for his people. 
The day is coming, said Micah, 
when these false prophets will 
be in darkness and not able to 
see any visions. 

The last section of the lesson 
continues the condemnation and 
lists all of the leaders together 
as those who say that, “no evil 
shall come upon us” (verse 14) 
because they claim to be leaning 
upon the Lord. 

In this verse we have the 
rulers, priests and prophets all 
condemned. 

The passage closes with the 
statement that “Jerusalem shall 
become a heap of ruins.” They 
will be plowing Zion like the 
fields. This is the first time 
we have a clear-cut statement 
that destruction is going to come. 


Meaning for Today 


OD’S wrath was about to 
strike. The social condi- 
tion of Israel was so interwoven 
with hypocritical piety, barbar- 
ism, and moral decay that Micah 
felt God’s wrath to be inevitable. 
This condition was precipitated 
by distortion of the truths on 
the part of the rulers until they 
were found even to hate the 
good and love the evil. Justice 
and equity are always akin to 
the very being of God. Nations 
and person immune to these 
factors will always find them- 
selves working against God. 
Ignoring the welfare of the peo- 
ple, feeding them lies, leading 
them into political decay, giving 
them promises of peace that were 
perverted was such pursuit as to 
make both men and the nation 
in opposition to God. 

Crucial in the situation were 
the absolute’ contradictions in the 
lives and teachings of the reli- 
gious leaders. Micah warned 
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that if they were to cry out unto 
the Lord, they would find only 
that he was hiding his face from 
them because of the evil within 
their lives. They had taught only 
those things that it “paid’’ to 
teach. They had evolved pious 
explanations of God’s Word that 
freed them to do as they pleased. 

Where can we point with pride 
in our time in regard to persist- 
ent leadership among nations 
and peoples that embodies Mi- 
cah’s concern? Where can we 


‘find an outspoken and dedicated 


conscience for society, ready to 
speak for God, regardless of the 
cost? To what quarter can we 
look with confidence that there 
will be penetrating observations 
whenever morality is insulted, 
purity tainted, integrity com- 
promised? 

Every pulpit in the land could 
be a focus of such truth! There 
is, however, a rather significant 
silence about many on the mat- 


And it is coming because of the 
false leadership of the rulers. 

Modern history can furnish 
several illustrations of the truth 
of the prophecies of Micah. They 
have not come to pass because 
Micah prophesied it. He was 
talking about the people to whom 
he was speaking and these things 
happened. Like all scripture, the 
principles involved are eternal, 
and this is what we ought to see 
in the study of the lesson. 

This lesson occurs when Chris- 
tians in the United States stand 
between their political party con- 
ventions and the national elec- 
tion. We will miss the point 
of the lesson if we pretend that 
one party has the false leader- 
ship which will bring ruin and 
the other one is the voice of God 
throughout the land. 


ter of race relations, alcoholism, 
social justice, the separation of 
church and state, decadence in 
political circles, corruption in 
community law enforcement 
agencies, world peace. Are we 
people believing “peace” exists 
contrary to evidence? If so, we 
may expect in return the awful 
silence of God! 

To accept full and open re- 
sponsibility for the evil that sur- 
rounds us will take considerable 
strength. It will demand cessa- 
tion of rationalization regarding 
“circumstances,” or the time be- 
ing just not “right” for any pro- 
nouncement concerning God’s 
will, justice or concern over the 
relationships among men. 

It must have been sobering for 
the people of Micah’s day to be 
told, at the altar, that all they 
held to be most hallowed would 
be torn to pieces because of the 
kind of life that they had lived! 

What pulpits proclaim, what 
people embody and uphold, and 
what leaders feel to be just, de- 
notes the condition of any land. 
The likelihood of our nation’s 
producing fearless, honest, vi- 
sionary leaders is dependent on 
these same, age-old concerns 
heralded by Micah. 
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Robert Nelson Interviewed After Return to the States 
Congo Mission—Temporary Re-deployment” 


INDIANAPOLIS (Aug. 29)—“We have never abandoned our work in 
The Congo, nor have all our personnel been taken out,” said Dr. 
Robert G. Nelson, Africa secretary of the United Christian Missionary 


Society. 

He was interviewed by press, 
radio and television news per- 
sonnel upon arrival here after 
four months in Africa. 


“I think of our reaction to the 
Congo crisis not as an evacuation 
but as a temporary re-deployment 
of personnel during days of great 
uncertainty,” Dr. Nelson said. 


He said that it is important not 
only that seven men_ remained 
through the July-August crisis period 
but also that missionaries (men and 
women) are being returned there as 
rapidly as conditions will allow for 
@¢*Pansion of the present work, which 
includes re-establishing some tem- 
porarily discontinued work. 


“Four men have already gone 
back and four single women (who 
are to teach future preachers, evan- 
gelists and church leaders) will re- 
turn almost immediately,” he said. 


In the crisis Dr. Nelson arranged 
for the re-deployment of mission 
personnel after joint consultation 
and in mutual agreement with lead- 
ers of the Congo churches and inso- 
far as possible with representatives 
of the new government in the 
equatorial province (at Coquilhat- 
ville). 

Returning Soon 


By the middle of September Dr. 
Nelson expects to be able to send 
back to Congo some _ missionary 
families. 

The United Society’s World Mis- 
sion Division has asked the Africa 
Department Executive Secretary to 
return to Congo shortly (probably 
in November) in connection with 
the re-establishment of the church 
program to the new Congo. 

“There were tense days in Congo, 
but we never feared violence from 
the citizens or our Christian friends 
among the Congolese in our areas,” 
Dr. Nelson said. 

“There were, however, roving 
bands of armed, mutinous Congolese 
soldiers from distant sections of 
Congo who caused. considerable 
damage in some areas and accosted 
some people, Congolese as well as 
whites. Our missionaries were not 
hurt and did not leave in panic.” 
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Paul Snipes, a missionary who was 
born in Congo of missionary parents, 
said that things were quiet in Mon- 
dombe, far up-river from Leopold- 
ville and Coquilhatville. 


Whites Evacuated 


“There was trouble, however, in 
villages surrounding our mission 
center and all white personnel were 
sent out, leaving the banana and 
rubber plantations without super- 
vision,” he said. 

“The Belgian troops had taken 
over the airport at Boende, where 
we got a plane to leave Congo. We 
could hear the bullets flying as the 
Belgians drove the local forces away 
from the area. 

“All of our missionaries are hop- 
ing their emergency furloughs will 
be brief and that they will soon 
be able to return,” Snipes said. 


Another Disciple to 
Union Seminary Faculty 


New YorK City—Robert L. Horn, 
who was ordained to the Christian 
ministry by the First Christian 
Church of Richmond, Ind., in 1954, 
has been appointed assistant profes- 
sor in the department of the philos- 
ophy of religion at Union Theological 
Seminary here. 

Mr. Horn is a graduate of Earlham 
College where in his senior year he 
served as assistant to Prof. D. Elton 
Trueblood. In 1958 he finished his 
residence work at Union Theological 
Seminary for the degree of doctor 
of theology, which will be granted 
within the coming academic year. 

For the past two years Mr. Horn 
has been on the faculty of Haver- 
ford College in the department of 
Biblical literature. Another Disciple, 
Dr. Searle Bates, is professor of 
missions at Union. 

Professor and Mrs. Horn have 
taken membership in the Park 
Avenue Christian Church, where 
Professor and Mrs. Bates are mem- 
bers. Dr. Bates has served as 
president of the board of elders. 
Dr. Hampton Adams, minister of 
the church, is a member of the 
board of directors of Union Seminary 
and lecturer in the history and 
polity of the Christian churches. 


Harmon Speaker for 
Convention Climax 


INDIANAPOLIS—“Christian Disciple- 
ship” during the “Decade of Deci- 
sion” will be explored on the final 
day of the 1960 assembly of the 
International Convention of Chris- 
tian Churches in Louisville. 

During the final session Oct. 26 
will be a commitment address by 
Dr. Henry G. Harmon, president of 
Drake University, a dramatic wor- 
ship service, a music festival and 
the installation of the 1961 conven- 
tion president. 

The commitment address, “Deci- 
sions for the Decade,” will be pre- 
ceded by- a festival of music, fea- 
turing the massed choirs of five 
colleges and seminaries. 

During the afternoon _ session, 
James A. Moak, general secretary of 
the Christian Churches of Kentucky, 
will address the convention. 

President Fred Helsabeck of Cul- 
ver-Stockton College will chair a 
panel discussion on “Educating 
Leaders of Churchmanship.” Other 
panel members include President 
Frank Dickey of the University of 
Kentucky; President Beauford A. 
Norris of Christian Theological 
Seminary; and Harold G. Barr of 
the Kansas Bible Chair. 

Prof. S. Marion Smith, will dis- 
cuss Biblical references to the day’s 
theme during his final Bible lecture. 

Disciples are scheduled to elect 
the new president of the Interna- 
tional Convention at the morning 
business session. 





DR. HENRY G. HARMON: to give 
commitment address at the Louis- 
ville assembly. 
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UCMS 40th Anniversary Luncheon Oct. 22 


INDIANAPOLIS—Reservations for the “40th Anniversary Festival 
Luncheon,” to be held on “United Society Day” in connection with the 
International Convention assembly in Louisville, Ky., must be made 


in advance. 


Plans have been announced for 
the luncheon to be held Saturday, 
Oct. 22, at 12:15 P. M. in Exposi- 
tion Hall’s east wing, Louisville. 


A major feature of the day’s 
activities which will mark tke 40th 
anniversary of the organization of 
the United Christian Missionary 
Society, the luncheon ticket sale 
will be limited to 5,000—the ac- 
commodation capacity. 

Reservations for “The Feeding of 
the 5,000” may be made by request- 
ing tickets. Conventioners have 
been asked to send requests and 
checks ($1.75 each) to Mr. Carrol 
McDonald, Resources Department, 
United Christian Missionary Society, 
222 South Downey Avenue, Indian- 
apolis 7, Ind. A _ purckase order 
blank is provided on this page. 


Program features 


Program features include’ the 
presentation of the “Merit of Honor” 
decoration from Paraguay to Mal- 
colm L. Norment, one of the 
founders of the Colegio Internacional. 
Master of ceremonies for the eve- 
ning will be Dr. Virgil A. Sly, chair- 
man of the division of world mission 
for the United Society. 

Many missionaries are expected to 
be present for the luncheon which 
will have as its theme “Into All 
the World Together.” Among those 
present will be Dr. Juan Plate, the 


Paraguayan Ambassador to the 
United States. He is a graduate of 
Colegio Internacional, the famed 


Disciples’ school in Asuncion. 


Day’s Activities 


The luncheon is just one part of 
the day’s activities which begin 
with “Quest Breakfasts” in down- 
town hotels, and continue with an 
address by Dr. A. Dale Fiers, pres- 
ident of the United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society, who is to speak on 
the discussions at Quest Breakfasts. 

Roy G. Ross, general secretary of 
the National Council of Churches 
of Christ, is scheduled to address 
the Assembly at 11 a.M. on Satur- 
day. He is to speak on “The Nature 
of the Church in a New Age.” 

The annual meeting of the United 
Society will be held from 3:00-3:45 
and a dramatic presentation, “Yes- 
terday, Today and Tomorrow in the 
Life of the United Society” is 
scheduled from 3:45-5:00. 

Leader for the evening worship 
is to be Samuel F. Pugh, editor- 
elect of WorRLD CALL. A citation will 
be presented to the present editor, 
Dr. George W. Buckner. The eve- 
ning address will climax the day’s 
activities. Dr. Fiers will speak on 
“One God, One World, One Mission.” 

During the “moment of dedica- 
tion” a special offering for new 
churches at home and abroad will 
be received. 


Brotherhood News 


Ten Disciples Attend 
Strasbourg Conference 


StrasBourG—Ten Christian Church 
youth attended the World Teach- 
ing Conference of the World’s Stu- 
dent Christian Federation held here 
for two weeks July 16-31, 1960. 

Disciples in attendance included: 
Robert T. Huber, Indianapolis, Ind., 
Lyle D. Sellards, Bellingham, Wash.; 
Frank Maybee, Lake Charles, La.; 
Francis Andrew, Des Moines, Ia.; 
Miss Lois Mothershed, Little Rock, 
Ark.; Parker Rossman, New Haven, 
Conn.; Robert Bates, Chicago, II1.; 
David Wallace, College Station, 
Texas; Bill Fielder, Austin, Texas; 
and Paul Walker, Columbia, Mo. 

Preliminary to the meeting here 
regional conferences were held in 
the United States, Burma, Scotland 
and Japan. 

Tke program consisted primarily 
of worship, two lectures each day 
and several small working groups 
meeting at various times. 

Approximately 650 students from 
70 different countries were in at- 
tendance, including representatives 
from Portestant, Anglican and Or- 
thodox groups. 


Ordained to Ministry 


Fort WorTH, TEXAS.—Woodrow E. 
Walton was ordained here at First 
Christian Church, June 19, 1960. A 
graduate of Texas Christian Uni- 
versity with the A.B. degree, ke 
also has the B.D. degree from Duke 
University Divinity School. On July 
1 he began his new duties as pastor 
of First Christian Church, Aberdeen, 
S. D. 


Detach Here—Mail Promptly—and Receive Your Tickets in Good Time 


THE UNITED CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
40th ANNIVERSARY FESTIVAL LUNCHEON TICKET PURCHASE ORDER 


The United Christian Missionary Society 
222 South Downey Ave., Indianapolis 7, Indiana 


ATTENTION: Mr. Carrol McDonald—Resources Department 


eh se eee Date Received 


[-] Check or 
ENCLOSED IS MY ) nang Coder SD icsccictihiessseenhicciebcattaiiiasiiian , payable to UCMS 40th ANNIVERSARY 
(Special 6880.26) to cover purchase of ___---_-______ LUNCHEON TICKETS @ $1.75 each. 
COE, THREES TO RD ciettiitei cctntnctilittiintiiinsl NUD x siscactschsitctinaiaictieacthanitbaiiiiaicabsagaaiilinaidetai 
SOON: ecco earn ee Bk so One eee eee ee 


NO TICKET SALES IN LOUISVILLE—MAIL ORDER PURCHASE ONLY—PLEASE USE THIS BLANK 
MAIL PROMPTLY TO INSURE YOUR RECEIPT OF TICKETS BEFORE YOU LEAVE FOR LOUISVILLE 
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the Associate Editor, 


Personality Preachers 


eS A blast at pastors who become 

“stellar personalities’ at the 
cost of giving their church mem- 
bership only a minor role in their 
church life was set off by pastors 
and seminary professors who par- 
ticipated in a National Council of 
Churches-directed series of “conver- 
sations” in various parts of the 
country. 

The sharp criticism came about 
through early reports on _ sessions 
held in Pittsburgh, Dallas and 
Berkeley (Calif.) in May. Each 
“conversation” was made up of a 
selected group of from 15 to 25 lo- 
cal pastors and seminary professors. 

Sponsored by the Council’s De- 
partment of the Ministry, directed 
by Graydon McClellan, such sessions 
will be continued in the next three 
years. 

Reporting in New York on the 
“conversations,” McClellan said a 
recurring theme is annoyance over 
the persistent tendency in the 
churches to equate denominational 
loyalty with assiduous and uncriti- 
cal attention to the denomination’s 
promotional work. “There was a 
real sense of resentment about 
this,” Mr. McClellan explained, 
“with some of the ministers declar- 
ing that they had become promo- 
tional agents, not pastors.” 


Broadcasting Religion 


The Office of Information of the 
National Council of Churches re- 
ported no sparkling ideas emerging 
from the 16th annual International 
Television Radio Workshop held in 
New York, but some remarks by 
Canon Roy McKay, head of religious 
broadcasting for the British Broad- 
casting Corporation, were notable. 

At the workshop for laymen and 
clergy of United States, Canada and 
England, the BBC official said reli- 
gious programs on radio and tele- 
vision must speak intelligently and 
realistically to the Questions and 
needs of all viewers if they are to 
be effective. 

He urged all religious broadcast- 
ing to accomplish three things: 


1. Be creative in the use of the 
media. 

2. Be concerned with the great 
central affirmations which speak of 
man’s nature and destiny, and not 
bothering about the ecclesiastical 
and denominational trimmings. 

3. Be searching and critical, and 
not smug in its treatment of reli- 
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gious subjects. “Its programs must 
have an emotional and intellectual 
integrity which command the re- 
spect of sincere and thinking peo- 
ple.” 


The workshop was sponsored by the 
Protestant Council of the City of 
New York, the New York State 
Council of Churches, the New Jersey 
Council of Churches, the World 
Commission for Christian Broadcast- 
ing arid the United Church Women 
and the Broadcasting and Film Com- 
mission of the National Council of 
Churches. 


Did You Know? 


Did you know that the Roman 
Catholic faithful may gain an in- 
dulgence of 50 days by kissing a 
bishop’s ring? In the question-an- 
swer feature, “The Reader Asks’— 
published in the St. Louis Review, 
official newspaper of the Archdio- 
cese of St. Louis—one reader asked, 
“What is the correct thing to do 
when greeting a bishop?” 

This was the answer: “A bishop 
is addressed as ‘Your Excellency.’ 
This is coupled with the appropriate 
greeting of the time or occasion, 
e.g., ‘Good afternoon, Your Excel- 
lency.’ 

“There is an indulgence of 50 days 
that may be gained by kissing a 
bishop’s ring. Usually, therefore, the 
bishop will extend his right hand 
with the palm down. The custom- 
ary procedure is to take the bishop’s 
right hand in one’s own right hand 
and kiss his ring.” 

An indulgence is regarded by the 
Roman Church as neither a pardon 
for a sin nor a license to commit 
sin, but is considered as the remis- 
sion or cancellation, in whole or in 
part, of such temporal punishment 
as may still be due on account of sin 
committed, after the guilt of the 
sin has been forgiven. 


—Drinking Christians 
(Continued from page 5.) 


ing a legitimate expression of 
one’s gratitude for the gift of 
life? Will your drinking be a 
hindrance or a help to your 
neighbor and to the fulfillment 
of his being? Am I justified in 
drinking in the face of the fact 
that one out of sixteen moderate 
drinkers will be an alcoholic? 
In the face of the fact that the 
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alcoholic began to drink not be- 
cause of the example of the 
drunkard, but because of the ex- 
ample of the moderate drinker, 
am I justified? 

If I do not drink it does not 
necessarily follow that my sons 
will not drink. Tests show, how- 
ever, that there is a 60 per cent 
better chance that they will not 
if I do not. 

Is it possible for me to drink 
at all without being a part of 
the alcohol problem? 

Some of you are saying that 
the preacher simply doesn’t 
know what the score is. I would 
like to say that I am very grate- 
ful for the fact that I am a min- 
ister because nobody ever offers 
me a drink and I must say in 
this respect I am in a more for- 
tunate position than some of 
you, because no matter where 
you go you are offered a drink. 

So you say to me “everybody 
drinks.” Of course you are 
wrong about that. Many people 
drink, this is true. “And when 
I am with them I feel like I have 
to do it or I am going to be a 
dope.” You are wrong again. 
Tests show that nine out of ten 
people will either admire you or 
be indifferent to your attitude 
and only one out of ten will call 
you a dope. 

Should a Christian drink? 
Does he have a right to drink? 
In some respects he certainly is 
free. However, we will all agree 
there are certain things we do 
not have a right to do. You do 
not have a right to drive your 
automobile 80 miles an hour 
down the wrong side of the 
street. I think most of us would 
agree that no one has a right to 
drink and then drive an auto- 
mobile in present-day traffic. 
Yet people do it all the time and 
people are killed that way all 
the time. 

Certainly no doctor has a right 
to drink before he goes into the 
surgery. No pilot has a right 
to drink before he takes the con- 
trols of an airplane. 

Do I have a right to drink 
when my influence might con- 
tribute to the one in sixteen who 
is going to be an alcoholic? 
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MINISTRIES 


A Witson, N. C.—Richard F. Run- 
dell was installed as minister of 
Christian education in First Chris- 
tian Church here on July 3. James 
G. Wallace, pastor of First Church, 
conducted the service, assisted by 
Bernard Meece, state director of re- 
ligious education for the North 
Carolina Christian Missionary So- 
ciety. 


ABROOMALL, Pa—Robert V. 
Scholes, formerly pastor of the 
Wyndho]me Christian Church, Dart- 
mouth, Nova Scotia, began Aug. 7 
as the first full-time minister for 
the Marple, Christian Church here. 
A corner-stone laying service was 
held in June for the congregation’s 
new building which was recently 
completed. He is a graduate of The 
Graduate Seminary, Enid, Okla. 


ACoLtumsBiA, Mo.—Oakland Chris- 
tian Church near here has called 


Evert Millard as its new minister. 
A graduate of Eureka College, Eu- 
reka, Ill., and The College of the 
Bible, Lexington, Ky., he has also 
taken work here at the University 
of Missouri and the Missouri School 
of Religion. Mr. and Mrs. Millard 
served two terms with The United 
Christian Missionary Society as rural 
missionaries in Jamaica. 


A Marianna, ArK.—Archie J. Tay- 
lor is the new minister here at First 
Christian Church. He _ graduated 
last June from The Graduate Semi- 
nary, Enid, Okla., and had been 
serving as student pastor at the 
Christian Church in Cleo Springs, 
Okla. Lester M. Bickford, of the 
Arkansas Christian Missionary So- 
ciety, brought the sermon at Mr. 
Taylor’s installation. 


A CLEVELAND, OHI0O—Gordon H. Hag- 
berg has been called here to serve 
as associate secretary of the Ohio 
Christian Missionary Society with 
special responsibilities in the field 
of stewardship. He recently com- 
pleted a four-year pastorate with 
First Church, Massillon, Ohio, where 
a new building program was com- 
pleted.—CLYDE H. EvANs. 


A NASHVILLE, TENN.—Wayne H. 
Bell has accepted a call to become 


observe the 


Week of the Ministry 
October 9-16 


? 
° 


materials available from 


the pastor of Vine Street Christian 
Church and plans call for him to 
preach his first sermon here on 
Sept: 18. For the past nine years 
Mr. Bell has been the minister of 
Seventh Street Church, Richmond, 
Va. He is a graduate of Transyl- 
vania College and The College of 
the Bible, both in Lexington, Ky. 


A SACRAMENTO, CALIF.—W. Russell 
Coatney has accepted a call to the 
Del Paso Boulevard Christian 
Church here. Mr. Coatney has been 
pastor of the Barrett Avenue Chris- 
tian Church in Richmond, Calif., 
since its establishment in May, 1952. 
For a period of several months prior 
to that time, he served both the 
First Church in Richmond and as 
organizing minister for Barrett Ave- 
nue congregation. 


A PORTLAND, OrE.—Ray Helseth, 
pastor at First Christian Church, 
McMinnville, Ore., has accepted a 
call to be the minister of the newly 
established Lynchwood Christian 
Church in the southeast part of this 
city. A graduate of Northwest 
Christian College, Eugene, Ore., and 
Brite College of the Bible, Fort 
Worth, Tex., Mr. Helseth will also 
serve here as campus minister for 
the Disciples of Christ at Portland 
State College. 
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CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP group of 

First Christian Church, Harvey, Ill., recently held 

a dedication service for its project work. In 

charge of the dedication service were (from 

left): Mrs. Carl Forrester, service chairman; 

Mrs. Robert Woods, CWF president; and Mrs. C. 
Oral Lowe, wife of the minister. 






NEWS in focus 


¥ 


DISCIPLES WERE PROMINENT in the meeting 
of the Texas Council of Churches held at Mid- 
land’s First Christian Church. From left are: 
Granville T. Walker, pastor of University Chris- 
tian Church, Fort Worth, the presiding officer; 
Hulon W. Black, newly installed president, is 
Presbyterian layman from Austin; Robert D. 
Matheny, minister of First Christian Church, 
Jacksonville, was named as the new secretary 
of the council; and Harry C. Munro, famed 
Christian church educator, was cited by the 
council as “architect and builder’ of the first 
structure of the council of churches in Texas.— 
ROBERT D, MATHENY. 


KATHIE FORBES SHOWS PAT HAWKE their state 
room location as the girls made plans this past sum- 
mer to attend the World Convention of Churches of 
Christ (Disciples) in Edinburgh, Scotland. Members 
of Eaton Church of Christ in Lorain County, Ohio, 
these two CYF’ers attended the convention with ex- 
penses paid as a result of a contest sponsored by the 
Christian Youth Fellowship. 
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WASHINGTON (ILL.) CHRISTIAN CHURCH youth 
group was honored at the recent North American 
Christian Convention held in Columbus, Ohio, 
when they received the first place trophy for 
its entry in the scrapbook division. Darrel Mal- 
com (left) holds the winning scrapbook while the 
youth minister, James Correll, holds the trophy. 





= = 


FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Cimar- 
ron, Kan., is in a campaign to raise 
funds for a major program of re- 
decorating and remodeling of its 
present structure. Richard P. Yaple 
was installed on June 19 as the new 
minister of the congregation. 






































bh A Father-Son banquet was held at First 
Christian Church, MOBERLY, MO., June 22. 
Theme for the evening was ‘‘Hats Off to 
Father.'" Paul Rathbun, minister, First Chris- 
tian Church, Paris, Mo., was guest speaker. 


MK The congregation of First Christian Church, 
NEWTON, !A., recently presented a check 
for $1,555.87 to its minister and his wife 
to help pay their expenses to Edinburgh, 
Scotland, for the World Convention of 
Churches of Christ. 


4K Hap Lyda, associate minister, First Chris- 
tian Church, CORPUS, CHRISTI, TEX., was 
married June 16, 1960, to Miss Julia Ann 
Whiteman at the First Christian Church in 
Plano, Tex. 


SK Mrs. James D. Wyker was the keynote 
speaker at the annual retreat of the Ohio 
Christian Women's Fellawship held on the 
campus of Hiram College, HIRAM, OHIO. 
Mrs. Chloe E. Kelly, executive secretary of 
the Ohio Christian Women's Fellowship, was 
the retreat director. 


BK Nine members of First Christian Church, 
CARROLLTON, MO., attended the World 
Convention of Churches of Christ in Edinburgh, 
Scotland. Those who attended included: 
Miss Hazel Shelton, CWF president; Mrs. C. 


S. Reid, CWF vice-president; Miss Verna 
Leech, CWF past president; Mrs. Forrest 
O'Dell; Miss Aurelia Cruzen; Misses Donna 


and Jo Ann Bunge; and Mr, and Mrs. J. Ken- 
neth Powell. Mr. Powell is pastor of the 
church. 


WK Mr. and Mrs. William Keller and daugh- 
ters spent two days recently in KANSAS CITY, 
MO., with the tVANHOE PARK Christian 
Church. Mr. Keller, who is returning to the 
missionary for the Ivanhoe congregation. The 
Philippines for reassignment, is the living link 
church recently held a school of missions and 
the Belgian consulate general of Kansas City 
spoke on the concluding night on the the sub- 
ject, ‘‘The Congo—Present and Future." 


BAA six weeks’ church school attendance 
emphasis a First Christian Church, HART- 
FORD CITY, IND., set a new summer attend- 
ance record. The congregation sent its min- 
ister, Robert C. Neel, to the World Conven- 
tion of Churches of Christ in Edinburgh, 
Scotland. 


KK In an impressive ceremony, the congrega- 
tion of EAST SIDE Christian Church, LONG 
BEACH, CALIF., presented the minister, John 
W. Messer, with a check to defray the ex- 
pense of his trip to the World Convention 
of Churches of Christ and a tour of the Holy 
Land. Mr. Messer was gone about two months. 


BAW. S. Van Arsdale, pastor of First Chris- 
tian Church, CHARLEROI, PA., spoke this sum- 
mer at two memorial services sponsored by 
veterans’ organizations. He was the speaker 
for the Memorial Day service in Community 
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Park and at the 4th of July annual River 
Memorial service. The church helped Mr. Van 
Arsdale attend the World Convention of 
Churches of Christ in Edinburgh, Scotland. 


5K Ralph Thomas recently closed the second 
year of his ministry with the BROADWAY 
Christian Church, PRINCETON, IND. A re- 
view of the two years’ work shows 18 new 
members, a substantial increase in the local 
and outreach giving and improvements in the 
church property and facilities. 


Notebook 


today . . 


The Book of Revelation 


UI 


Leaves from a Spiritual 


An anthology of select personal sketches, prayers, letters, and 
memoirs of such men as Lincoln, Einstein, Lindbergh, Faulkner, 
and Hoover. 304 pages. Thoroughly indexed. 


Paul’s Message and Mission 


Answers to the question of the message and mission of the church 
. based on the writings and incidents in the life of the 
apostle Paul . . . calling attention to evangelistic responsibility. $3 


tH Herbert G, Gearhart, pastor of THIRD 
Christian Church, PHILADELPHIA, PA.,  re- 
cently received the Certificate of Marriage 
Counseling from the Marriage Council of 
Philadelphia, Division of Family Study, at the 
University of Pennsylvania. 


4D. H. Matherly completed his 12th year 
with First Christian Church, AMORY, MISS., 
recently. On June 26 he also completed 50 
years in the Christian ministry. The church 
honored him with a certificate of appreciation. 


FRESH PECAN HALVES 


South's Oldest Shipper 


Organizations Make money Selling our Pound Bags 
JUMBO HALVES and PIECES. Season Starts 
First Week of November. We prepay Shipments. 
You Pay us when Seld. Write for Details. 


Sullivan Pecan Company, Crestview, Fla. 














ACTS 
2 


by Thomas Kepler 


$5.50 
by William Baird 


by Charles M. Laymon 


A lucid study of the Revelation to John that has previously baffled 
even scholars. Frequent summaries keep the reader on course; 
maps, charts, and indexes help clarify the message and meaning of 
the New Testament book of Revelation. $3 


Jesus and the Trinity 


by Walter Russell Bowie 


A non-technical explanation of the Doctrine of the Trinity, as it con- 
cerns the Christian experience, and answers questions regarding the 


relationship of Christ to God and the Holy Spirit. 


$2.75 


The Gracious Calling of the Lord by Robert John Versteeg 


What does it mean to become a Christian? and How does it take place? 
Here are new insights into Christ’s call and man’s decision that present 


a fresh approach to the dynamics of evangelism. 


Acts of Worship 













$2.50 
by W. B. J. Martin 


A collection of prayers, affirmations of faith, and litanies based on quota- 
tions from the Bible, Christian saints, and theologians. One complete 
section is devoted to meditations on biblical themes. 


$2.50 


ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSTORE 


Abingdon Press 


(1175) 23 
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Gives $750,000 to The College of the Bible 


LEXINGTON, Ky.—Announcement 
has been made by President Riley 
B. Montgomery of The College of 
the Bible of a gift to the seminary 
here by Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Man- 
drell, Mobile, Ala., of their estate. 


The gift consists of real estate 
and other property which, on the 
basis of a conservative appraisal, 
has a net worth of more than three 
quarters of a million dollars. 


President Montgomery said, ‘This 
gift is the largest single contribu- 
tion ever to be received by the 
seminary in its 95-year history.” 

Born in London, England, Mr. 
Mandrell came to this country as 
a 12-year-old boy. He has been a 
leader in the real estate business in 
Mobile and in Alabama for many 
years. 

In addition he has served the 
church in numerous places includ- 
ing service as a deacon, elder, board 
chairman and is now an elder em- 
eritus. He has been a member of 
the state board of the Alabama 
Christian Missionary Society and is 
now president of the board. 

He has been on the board of trus- 
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tees of The College of the Bible 
since 1954 and is also a member of 
the board of directors of the Inter- 
national Convention of Christian 
Churches. 
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@ENID, OKLA.—Fred B. Craddock, 
minister of Central Christian 
Church, Columbia, Tenn., became a 
member of the faculty of the Bible 
College here at Phillips University 
this month. Craddock, who has 
been working on his doctor’s degree 
at Vanderbilt University, Nashville, 
was named by the Junior Chamber 
of Commerce as the “Outstanding 
Young Man of the Year” for 1959 
for Maury County while serving the 
church in Columbia. 


@ WILSON, N. C.—President Arthur 
D. Wenger, of Atlantic Christian 
College, recently announced the ap- 
pointment of Edward E. Beeler, of 
this city, and D. L. Warren, Kinston, 
N. C., to the administrative staff of 





the college. A native of Meeker, 
Okla., Beeler is a graduate of the 
University of Oregon. He will serve 
as director of publicity and special 
activities. Warren is a graduate of 
Phillips University and formerly 
was minister of youth at Central 
Christian Church, Enid, Okla. Ac- 
tive in the work of youth groups 
of the Christian Churches in this 
state, Warren will serve as director 
of the division of student life. 


@ Fort WortTH, Tex.—Texas Chris- 
tian University conferred two hono- 
rary degrees in the fields of reli- 
gion and science at the summer 
commencement exercises held last 
month. A doctor of divinity degree 
was given to Wilbur J. Mindel, now 
serving his tenth year as minister 
of First Christian Church, Odessa, 
Tex., and a doctor of science de- 
gree to Dr. W. O. Milligan, profes- 
sor of chemistry at Rice University 
and director of research for the 
Robert A. Welch Foundation in 
Houston. 


@ Des Mornes, Ia—Dr. Paul A. 
Bloland, 36, has been named dean 
of students here at Drake Univer- 
sity, it was announced recently by 
Dr. George C. Huff, vice-president, 
academic administration. Dr. Blo- 
land has been in college student 
personnel work for 12 years and 
holds the M.S. degree from the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin and the Ph.D. 
degree from the University of Min- 
nesota. 





FORREST C. WYMAN, who has been 
on the staff of Phillips University, 
Enid, Okla., since 1957, has been 
named to succeed C. C. Briggs as 
the university’s church relations 
man in Kansas, Colorado and Wyo- 
ming. He is a graduate of Phillips 
University, The Graduate Seminary 
in Enid and also holds the M.A. de- 
gree from Colorado State College. 
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RELAX... 


TECHNIQUE, PLEASE 


The self-made millionaire 
waxed eloquent in his com- 
mencement oration. “All my 
success I owe to one word— 
pluck, pluck, pluck!’’ he 
shouted. 

“Pardon me, sir,” ques- 
tioned a timid one afterward. 
“Can you please tell me some- 
thing about how and whom 
to pluck?” 

—F. G. KERNAN 


KK *& & 


Even a mosquito doesn’t get 
a slap on the back until he 
starts working. 

—SCOUTING 


xk kk 


THE HUNTSMAN 
I think duck hunting to my 


son, 
Is just a manly habit, 
He spent a day out in the 
blind 
And brought home one lone 
rabbit. 


—HELEN M. WEBSTER 
x kk 


It’s surprising how long 
some baseball games go be- 
fore giving you a run for your 
money. 


—AL SPONG IN “QUOTE” 
xk kk 
It’s no wonder monkeys can 


be so calm about space travel. 
They’re not tax-payers. 


“Room service? 
please send up two sticks 
a few raw steaks?” 
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Obituaries 
Mrs. Belle Conrath 


Mrs. Belle Conrath, 87, died June 11, 1960. She 
was a charter member of South Side Church of Christ, 
Lima, Ohio, and funeral services were conducted by 
the minister, E. J. Penhorwood. Active in the total 
program of the church, Mrs. Conrath had been a 
teacher in the church school for many years. 


Earl E. Baldwin 


Earl E. S died July 6, 1960, in Glen- 
dale, Calif., where he had been an active layman in 
Central Christian Church. At the time of his death 
he was treasurer of the church and had previously 
served as a trustee, deacon, elder, chairman of the 
board and president of the congregation. He is sur- 
vived by his wife, Lela; one son, Brooks Baldwin; one 
daughter, Mrs. Jack Ramsey; and four grandchildren. 





Willis E. Pierce 


Willis E. Pierce, 84, retired Christian Church min- 
ister, died June 17, 1960, in Parkersburg, W. Va., 
after a short illness. He attended West Liberty 
Normal School and graduated from Bethany College, 
Bethany, W. Va, with the A.B. and M.A. degrees. 
He served on the board of trustees at Bethany for 27 
years and in 1916 that institution awarded him the 
honorary D.D. degree. 


Mr. Pierce served as minister of the Cameron (W. 
Va.) Christian Church from 1903 te 1937; he was 
pastor at Moundsville (W. Va.) Christian Church from 
1937 to 1939 and the Parkersburg (W. Va.) Chris- 


tian Church from 1939 to 1942. He served for sev- 


eral times as president of the West Virginia Christian 
ee Society and was at one time a- director 
of The United Christian Missionary Society. 


Mrs. Pierce preceded her husband in death on May 
2 1959. Survivors include one daughter, Mrs. Paul 

Elbin, whose husband is ay of West Liberty 
State College, West Liberty, W. 
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WORLD WIDE PICTURES Release 





Gentlemen: 


Please tell me how I can have a premiere showing of 
“AFRICA ON THE BRIDGE?’ on one of the following 
dates: ( Release date: June 25, 1960) 


Ist Choice Date 
MY NAME 


city ——_—_—____TON EE____ STATE 


CHURCH OR ORGANIZATION 


WORLD WIDE PICTURES 


2nd Choice Date 3rd Choice Dat~ 


TITLE 





ADDRESS. 





PO Box 





1055 Sherman Ooks Calif 
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THREE BOY SCOUTS of Troop No. Three, sponsored by 

First Christian Church, McAlester, Okla., recently re- 

ceived high honors at the morning worship service of 

the church. Scoutmaster Lloyd Pickel admires the 

Eagle pin awarded to Gene Roberts while Robert Jen- 

nings and Paul Jennings were presented with God and 
Country Awards. 






/ 


a 


LINDA RAE HOWE receives the God and Community 

Award from her pastor, Paul Deane Hill, minister 

of Central Christian Church, Billings, Mont. The 

award is presented for outstanding service to the 
program of Girl Scouts. 


& 
Seoutin SCOUT JERRY ROHRER was recently 
£ presented the God and Country 
Award by First Christian Church, 
Bossier City, La. Norman O. Bantz, 


Awards Sie ae arin 


FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Maywood, Ill., recently 
presented God and Country Awards to three scouts at 
a morning church service. Scouts honored included 
(from left): Kenneth Tyler, Rodney Irey and Fredric 
Chancey. Also present (from left) were: Angus Irey, 
scout adviser; K. Everett Munson, minister; Allen 
Falkman, assistant scoutmaster; and Norman Woldeit, 
neighborhood representative. 


- 
a 


tS 


LARRY DEITCH AND LENNY FILL- 

ER receive their God and Country 

Awards from Harold W. Deitch, 

pastor of First Christian Church, 

Salem, Ohio, at a recent service in 
the church. 
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IN NEXT WEEK’S ISSUE of THE 
CHRISTIAN we shall interpret the 
program for October, Church Loy- 
alty Month. 

Today we wish to call particular 
attention to one important week 
of Church Loyalty Month—The 
Week of the Ministry. The Pen- 
sion Fund office has mailed to ev- 
ery church of the brotherhood an 
attractive packet of helpful mate- 
rials. Every minister should study 
the materials in that packet so care- 
fully that he will discover the sug- 
gestions to be found on every page. 

One section especially struck the 
attention of the writer. It was a 
check list offering some _ things 
church members may do to under- 
gird the ministry. Lest the items 
be overlooked we offer the readers 
of TOWARD A BETTER CHURCH the 
list just as it appears in the Pen- 
sion Fund brochure. “Today and 
throughout the decade ahead here 
are some things as a church mem- 
ber you can do, to encourage your 
congregation in undergiding the 
ministry: 


“Bring dignity and Christian 
ethics into all relationships of the 
Church and its ministry. Circulate 
copies of ‘A CODE OF ETHICS FOR 
LOCAL CONGREGATIONS’ (Chris- 
tian Board of Publication, Box 179, 
St. Louis 66, Mo.). 

“Help the Church consider ways 
to enlist persons for the ministry. 

“Support the colleges and semi- 
naries in preparing qualified minis- 
ters for various fields at home and 
abroad. 

“Encourage long pastorates. 
Churches are generally strength- 
ened by such. 

“Review the minister’s salary at 
least annually, adjusting it to liv- 
ing costs and the demands on the 
pastor’s purse. 

“Provide parsonage, convention 
and other needed expense allow- 
ances. 

“Encourage the church to partici- 
pate in the Pension Plan with all its 
employed staff. 

“Provide a place and allow time 
for study. 

“Make time available for vaca- 
tions. 


Samuel F. Pugh is executive di- 
rector of Local Church Life of The 
United Christian Missionary Society, 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 


SEPTEMBER 11, 1960 


TOWARD A BETTER CHURCH 
by Samuel F. Pugh 


Check List for You 
And Your Minister 


“Make available such educational 
opportunities as sabbatical leaves, 
refresher courses and book allow- 
ances. 

“Make provision for welfare and 
entertainment funds. The minister 
and his wife need help in caring 
for the church’s charity program 
and its guests. 

“Let your pastor know—so that 
he may serve you and others in 
time of joy, uncertainly or sorrow. 

“Take the initiative in observing 


‘The Week of the Ministry’ (third 
week of October). 
“Share your minister in com- 


munity, brotherhood and ecumenical 
enterprises. 

“Honor retired minister and mis- 
sionaries in special recognition serv- 
ices. 

“Pray for your minister regularly. 
Encourage others to join this fellow- 
ship of prayer. 

“Make the pastoral relationship 
so happy and worthwhile in build- 
ing the Kingdom of God that youth 
may hear and answer the Call.” 


First Kentucky 
Land Deed... 


For Church Purposes 


As far as is known, the oldest 
deed on record in the State of 
Kentucky for land to be used for 
church purposes, is that for one 
acre of land near Strode’s Station, 
which is recorded in Deed Book 
number three, page seventy-three, 
in the Clark County Clerk’s Office. 

This deed dated September 26th, 
1797, between members of the Thom- 
as Constant family and John Strode, 
in consideration of five shillings 
sterling for one acre of land in- 
cluding the Baptist meeting house 
on Constant Creek to be occupied as 
a place of public worship. 

This congregation is known today 
as the First Christian Church, Win- 
chester, Kentucky.—Mrs. YOUNGER 
OSBORNE, Winchester, Kentucky 


A Macoms, ILL.—James S. Barge is 
the new campus pastor here at 
Western Illinois University. Form- 
erly associate pastor of First Chris- 
tian Church, San Jose, Calif., he re- 
cently served as student minister 
for the Congregational and Chris- 
tian Churches of California at San 


Jose State College. 


A DExTER, Mo.—M. Leon Pigg is 
now serving as district minister for 
District No. Ten of the Missouri 
Christian Churches. His office is lo- 
cated here. A graduate of Phillips 
University, Enid, Okla., with the 
AB. and M.A. degrees, he recently 
concluded a pastorate with First 
Church, West Plains, Mo. 


A new, giant anthology 
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THE 


CHURCH 


AND THE 


FIRE ARTS 


CYDTHIA PEARL (AUS 


nz FULL PAGE PICTURES 
2 PICTURE INTERPRETATIONS 
POEMS 10 STORIES 
HYMNS & INTERPRETATIONS 


HARPER & BROTHERS « ESTABLISHED 18!7 


$6.95 at your bookseller 


HARPER & BROTHERS, N. Y. 16 


Give Your Church 
THIS MEMORIAL 
ABOVE ALL! 


Memorial Bells by Schulmerich!® 
What a uniquely wonderful way 
to remember a loved one! And 
surely your church would ap- 
preciate receiving these pure- 
toned Schulmerich bells as a 
“living” reminder, too...as a gift 
from you...in your own name. 
Appropriate plaque, if desired. 


SCHULMERICH 


CARILLONS, INC. 
6090 CARILLON HILL « SELLERSVILLE, PA 







A Ringing Tribute! 
Loving! 
Living! 


Lasting! 


®@Trademark of Bell 
Instruments Produced by 
Schulmerich Carillons inc. 


‘tYou Are What You Read’’ 


Servant and Service 


In His Service. By Lewis S. 
Mudge. The Westminster Press. 176 
pages. $3. 


The subtitle of this book is “The 
servant Lord and His servant peo- 
ple.” It begins by showing that 
Jesus displayed his limitless power 
(“knowing that the Father had 
given all things into his hands, and 
that he had come from God and 
was going to God... .” John 13:3-5) 
by acting as the humble servant 
of his followers in washing their 
feet. 

Two other passages are important 
in this first part of the author’s 
thesis: he looks backward to the 
servant passage in Isaiah 53, and 
then, by means of Philippians 2:5-11, 
shows how Jesus achieved suprem- 
acy, not by grasping equality with 
God, but by taking the form of a 
servant. It was specifically through 
his acting as a servant that Christ 
came into his great power. 

. Christ was ‘obedient unto 
death.’ Obedient to whom or to 
what? Not to the forces that 
tended to drag him down, but to 
God! It is because God willed it 
that Christ became a man. ‘ 
Christ’s death was not his defeat, 
but God’s victory. Christ was a 
man, but a man on God’s terms.” 
(p. 82) 

Assuming that Christians are thus 
the servant people of a_ servant 
Lord, the author in a rather diffi- 
cult chapter discusses the service of 
theology—then the service of the 
Christian, the service of the Church, 
and the service of the state. In this 
process he drops many suggestions 
which are worth pondering—e. g.: 

“The whole self simply cannot be 
given to God until we have found 
some way of making the self whole 
in the first place ... we may find 
that giving the self to God in genu- 
ine service may actually be the 
only true way of making it whole.” 
(p. 92) 

ae . the daring proclamation 
from the pulpit that to the com- 
placent God sends not peace but a 
sword. God does not comfort us in 
the crises we make for ourselves 
by our refusal to serve him. 
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“The strong comfort of God is for 
the man who comes to him in the 
crisis brought on by hearing his 
Word.” (p. 139) 

This is a good book to make a 
minister think.—OSBORNE BOooTH. 


Woman’s Place 


Woman in the Church. By Rus- 
sell C. Prohl. Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Company. 80 pages. $2. 


A subject claiming the attention 
of all major Protestant bodies is the 
status of woman in the church. It 
ranges from one extreme to the 
other: from equality of rights and 
ordination of women by the Disci- 
ples of Christ and Congregational- 
ists, to the Protestant Episcopal 
Church which refuses women even 
voting privileges in the assembly. 
Not only in America, but also in 
Europe, the Protestant churches are 
wrestling with the same problem 
though it takes a different expres- 
sion there. “Should women be 
priests?” is the hotly debated ques- 
tion in the churches of England. 

The author of this book, Russell 
C. Prohl, is a Lutheran minister 
who has had pastorates in Ohio, In- 
diana and Texas, but the interest- 
ing fact is he received his B.D. de- 
gree from a Disciple seminary, Brite 
College of the Bible. He pursued 
this study while at our seminary 
in Texas. 

The book is written in an inter- 
esting as well as informative way. 
It is not a dry presentation of a 
theological subject, but it “comes 
alive” as individuals and groups 
pass across its pages; it is people 
as well as problems. In the last 
chapter, “Woman in the Church To- 
day,” there is the challenge to hon- 
estly face the issue; to lay aside 
tradition and the prejudice largely 
based on confusion and ignorance. 
The author has given a courageous 
presentation of the problem, not for 
the sake of women but for the 
Church. The church needs the res- 
ervoir of talent in qualified women 
and the great service potential 
which women may contribute to 
the Kingdom of God. 

I recommend this thought-pro- 
voking and “upsetting” thesis to the 


status quo. We're living in revolu- 
tionary times, and the church too, 
must face change, especially when 
it will add strength to the Christian 
witness.—LUCILE B. SHAFFER, 


God and Trouble 


When Trouble Comes. By James 
E. Sellers. Abingdon Press. 128 
pages. $2.00. 


The problem of understanding 
evil, sin, and suffering has baffled 
men through the ages. Dr. Sellers 
in this volume presents some new 
light upon an old subject. Stated 
basic assumptions are: (1) “Suffer- 
ing and evil are somewhat tied up 
together, (2) Suffering at its worst 
is a spiritual problem more than a 
physical one, (3) The question has 
to be applied personally, and (4) It 
must be assumed that all of the 
answers will not be found out. 

“God is not cruel or terrible for 
our Christian faith tells us that his 
purposes, even where they involve 
natural evil, are good and meant 
for our benefit in the long run” 
so “evil is a part of things . 
natural evil is a permanent part 
of creation coming to saint and sin- 
ner alike,” explains Dr. Sellers. 

As a solution to our problem, the 
author offers: “The Christian hope 
against evil, sin and its temptations 
is faith in God and surrender to 
Christ who conquers evil.” He con- 
cludes, “While we cannot find a 
ready explanation for all the suffer- 
ing, risk, and hardship which life 
demands, we must take Jesus’ word 
for it.” (John 16:22.)—GENTRY A. 
SHELTON, 


Jewish History 


Concise Dictionary of Judaism. 
Dagobert D. Runes. Philosophical 
Library, Inc. 237 pages. $5. 


Of particular interest to the be- 
ginning religion student as well as 
concerned Christians will be this 
book which simply and systemati- 
cally records significant events of 
Jewish history for handy, quick ref- 
erence in the field of philosophy, 
and literature in addition to reli- 
gion, and history.—PHYLLIS ABRAMS. 


THE CHRISTIAN 





For a better 
understanding of 
the Scriptures 


THE RSV CONCORDANCE 

REFERENCE BIBLE brings you the Scrip- $ Q 00 
tures in the language we use today. It helps 

you locate Biblical passages with a 192-page ea 
concise concordance and list of proper 

names, and more than 75,000 center-col- 

umn references. It also includes 12 maps and 

a presentation page ... both in color. Bound 

in buckram. Also available in fine leather 

editions priced from $12.50 to $22.50. 


THE BIBLE WORD BOOK— by Dr, $ 00 
Luther Weigle and Ronald Bridges. Two 5 


Te . leading Bible authorities examine the many 

Param. words that have changed in meaning since 
ok : the King James version of the Bible was 
PWORDE ; prepared 350 years ago. They also trace the 

— BOOK a Biblical and archaeological studies that have 


contributed to contemporary revisions of the 
Scriptures. The International Journal of Reli- 
gious Education calls it “*...a must for anyone 
who loves either the Bible or the dictionary.” 
ee 
THE SHORTER ATLAS 

Sled SE ane OF THE BIBLE — by L. H. Grollenberg: 05 
OFTHE “gh ne eee Photographs, maps and an engrossing text $3 
BIBLE s Le give you a detailed account of the archaeo- ae 
aL RS logical discoveries that have increased our 
fap} arp a knowledge of the Scriptures,and help you 
ft nee, trace Biblical history when and where it 

¥ happened. Ten pages of colored maps, 200 


photographs. Invaluable for Bible scholars 
and laymen alike. 


2 





Now on sale at your denominational publishing house and bookstore 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


The Case for CWF 
Editor, The Christian: 


May we please have permission 
to reprint the very excellent article, 
“Why a Christian Women’s Fellow- 
ship?” (The Christian, June 19, 1960) 
in our church newsletter “The Chris- 
tian Caller’? 

We have a fellowship of only 
fifty per cent of our women. This 
wonderful article so excellently 
presents the case for us that we 
want to be sure every woman sees 
it. 

Another reason is that as CWF 
president I have been charged, with 
our board chairman and minister, to 
bring the “Decade of Decision” call 
to the Petersburg Christian Church. 
They do not even have a CWF. So 
you can see what this article can 
do. 

Thank you.—Mrs. ARLO BLOHM, 
Adrian, Mich. 


Editor’s comment: Here are two 
good ways to use a good article 
more than once. 


Splendid 
Editor, The Christian: 


Heartiest praise for your combined 
issues. They are splendid and read 
from cover to cover.—Mary B, Jus- 
Tus, Marietta, Ohio 


On Retirement 
Editor, The Christian: 


I am searching the Scriptures for 
a clue to where God has given into 
man’s hands the authority, wisdom 
and knowledge to pass judgment 
upon their fellowmen as to the age 
when their services in the Lord’s 
vineyard should cease. 

I am speaking from personal ex- 
perience. Many of our church of- 
ficials, pulpit supply committees, 
church members, take it upon their 
shoulders to say they do not want 
older ministers to serve their church. 
They forget that a minister who 
has given at least half of his life, 
wholly dedicated to the task of 
saving their souls, has aged over 
worry and concern for the spiritual 
welfare of his congregation. 

The Master looked out over the 
harvest field, and said it is ready 
for the harvest but the laborers are 
few. Even so today, the same situa- 
tion exists, yet man has decreed 
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—Alexander Campbell 


Letters ... 


who shall work in the harvest by 
setting age limits... . 

If a minister is able to preach 
the truth, visit the ill, bury the 
dead, comfort those in sorrow and 
trouble, marry those who want to 
be married, save the souls of those 
who hear and heed, be on call 
twenty-four hours every day to an- 
swer questions and give help, what 
more is there for him to do? In 
my book of living I think that makes 
for a full life. And the harvest 
field is ready for men of this type. 

I am sure there are many min- 
isters who have retired yet yearn 
to step up in a pulpit and tell the 
old, old story of God’s love which is 
needed so much throughout the 
world today, bringing unto man the 
hope of eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.—Mrs. Oma J. 
FuNK, Morehead City, N. C. 


Connally Amendment 
Editor, The Christian: 


I strongly oppose repeal of the 
Connally Amendment as advocated 
by the article, “Our Social Con- 
cerns,” in the April 17 issue for the 
following reasons: 


1. The original Senate Resolution 
stated that the U. N.’s International 
Court of Justice shall have “no 
jurisdiction over disputes with re- 
gard to matters which are essenti- 
ally within the domestic jurisdiction 
of the United States, AS DETER- 
MINED BY THE UNITED STATES.” 
The last six words, the Connally 
Amendment, are necessary, because, 
as someone has asked, “What is 
meant by matters which are es- 
sentially within the domestic juris- 
diction of the United States? What 
is a matter? What is essentially? 
What is domestic?” These are words 
to which a lawyer may ascribe 
several interpretations. 

2. There are no _ constitutional 
limits on the Court. No U. S. citizen 
should agree to jurisdiction of any 
court without at least the minimum 
limitations of our Constitution on 
that Court. 

3. The Court is unrestricted in its 
decisions, having no organized body 
of law to follow setting out rem- 
edies for cases before it. 

4. The desirable goal of extend- 
ing the rule of law can only be 
accomplished by two or more na- 
tions agreeing to abide equally by 


a specified set of laws and to sub- 
mit to prescribed rules adjudication. 
It cannot be accomplished by the 
unilateral subjection of one country 
to compulsory jurisdiction of judges 
with power to make arbitrary 
decisions. 

5. The Court could interfere with 
or nullify our laws pertaining to 
immigration, tariffs and foteign aid 
among others, and we would have 
no appeal. We have a special need 
for the Connally Amendment, be- 
cause we are a nation bound by 
laws. Others can wait until the 
need arises to reject compulsory 
jurisdiction; we have to foresee it. 

Are you aware that the position 
of your publication on any given 
issue is almost completely predict- 
able? It appears that all of your 
staff and regular contributors have 
been shaken through the same 
political sieve. It seems to me that 
a publication supposedly represent- 
ing our entire brotherhood would 
attempt to present more represent- 
ative views on the wide range of 
subjects discussed in your magazine. 
—LAWRENCE FE. Hoover, Corpus 
Christi, Texas 

Editor’s Comment: We try to be 
“predictable” on some things, like 
loyalty to Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Savior, and open to opinions on 
all sides of matters like the Con- 
nally Amendment. 


Proud 


Editor, The Christian: 


I’m proud of The Christian. It’s 
a top-flight religious weekly.— 
JAcK E. Barker, Henrietta, Texas. 


Rating Laymen 
Editor, The Christian: 


I have been meaning to write to 
you concerning Carl R. Brown’s ar- 
ticle in the May 8, 1960, issue of 
The Christian. Here and in the 
following article on May 22, Carl 
has done a good job; but I would 
like to suggest to you that there be 
another article or two that would 
be written by a clergyman and en- 
titled “Rating Our Laymen.” It 
seems to me that this would bring 
balance into this kind of presenta- 
tion and do a good service for our 
brotherhood.—JoSEPH Ray WHITE, 
San Diego, Calif. 

EpDITor’s COMMENT: 
thinking about it. 


We've been 


THE CHRISTIAN 





Hard work, cooperation, skill, caution and teamwork 
played vital parts in our successful venture. All group 
activities and organizations are based on these 
principles, including a solid church organization. 


Designed by authorities in every field of church work, 
THE EFFECTIVE CHURCH AUDIO-VISUAL SERIES has 
been produced to help the functioning committees 
operate more efficiently in the local church. Included 
in the series are eight sound filmstrips in black and 
white to support each department of the church: 


“CHRISTIAN ACTION AND COMMUNITY SERVICE 
“CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
“MEMBERSHIP 
“WORLD OUTREACH 
“EVANGELISM 
“PROPERTY 
“STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE 
“WORSHIP 


Plus MR. SMITH AND THE EFFECTIVE CHURCH, a 
sound filmstrip in color, interpreting the effective 
operation of a functional church program. 


This special filmstrip kit covers all the 
basic needs of the local church, offering 
volunteers entertaining and informative 
instruction. Many new ideas in building 
an effective church are shown, along with | 
time proven methods and procedures. 
Produced by U. C. M. S. Audio-visuals 
Services, the series will be distributed by 
the Christian Board of Publication. You 
may order the kit direct from your brother- 
hood publishing house. The kit includes: 


9 filmstrips 
9 records 


18 guides with scripts covering all the 
basic needs of your church. 


Now is the time to meet Mudcat Smith 
and learn, with him, about local church 
organization. Priced at $59. 





Let's Talk It Over 
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Let’s Talk It Over 


LET’S TALK IT OVER 


QUESTION: For many years 
I have been a member of our 
church but so far as I know 
we have never sent anyone 
from this church into the min- 
istry or to the mission field. 
What is wrong with us? How 
can the local church recruit 
young people for full-time pro- 
fessional service? What is go- 
ing to happen to the church of 
the future if we do not enlist 
and train leaders for tomor- 
row? 


ANSWER: Your question has 
to do with a subject that should 
be on the mind of every conse- 
crated Christian. We have done 
a great deal of talking about 
this problem, but too often it 
has ended in just talk. 

Since I do not know your 
church, I do not know what is 
wrong with it and I would not 
attempt to sit in judgment on 
it even if I did know. 

We have all sinned and come 
short of the glory of God in 
this matter of challenging our 
finest young people to a Chris- 
tian vocation. You have asked 
what the local congregation can 
do along this line, so I will try 
to talk it over with you by set- 
ting down a few suggestions. 


1. The local congregation can 
upgrade the Christian ministry. 
That does not mean that a halo 
must be put on every minister’s 
head or that the local pastor 
is to be carried around on a 
silver platter. It does mean 
that the work of the minister 


Dr. Davison died June 28, 1960. 
In tribute to him we are continu- 
ing to run the columns we have 
on hand, 


must be magnified and young 
people made to feel that the 
Christian ministry presents 
great opportunities of service. 

2. The local congregation 
can help send their finest youth 
to young people’s conferences. 
God has often bestowed his 
blessing and consecration on 
such meetings of Christian 
young people. A large percent- 
age of those who have entered 
the ministry or missionary 
work during the past quarter 
of a century made their first 
commitment in the presence of 
a group of other young people 
who were making high deci- 
sions. 

It is true that high school 
students often change their 
mind about their life work and 
that is as it should be. How- 
ever, the Christian ministry 
must have its rightful presen- 
tation along with other voca- 
tions if we hope to enlist our 
finest young ,people. 

3. The local church can help 
keep the record of the church 
clean and unspotted. Here both 
pastor and congregation will 
need a double portion of the 
grace of God so as to present 
to the young people a church 
they will want to serve. Many 
young people have been driven 
away from a Christian vocation 
because they have observed a 
self-centered minister or a 
quarreling church. No matter 
how large or how small the 
church membership may bé, ev- 
ery young person will measure 
the church by its interest in 
world outreach and its ability 
to build a holy fellowship. 

4. The local church can give 
enthusiastic support to the 


by F. E. Davison 


brotherhood seminaries that 
are trying to train young peo- 
ple for Christian vocations. 
That support can be consu- 
mated by including one or 
more seminaries in the church 
budget. Furthermore, some of 
the members can be encouraged 
to remember the seminary in 
their wills or, better still, make 
a worthy gift while they are 
still living. 


At times we are all critical 
of the kind of ministers our 
seminaries are turning out. 
Woodrow Wilson once said in a 
speech when he was a college 
president, “You parents think 
we should turn out a better 
product at this college. To do 
that you parents will have to 
send us better material.” If 
the church is going to have a 
better leadership than what 
some of us of the past-genera- 
tion have turned out to be, 
then the church must send the 
seminaries the very best ma- 
terial possible. 





